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* PROMENADE -

It was my great luck and pleasure to enter
Yoshikawa Lab. of IIS in April 2003, where I became a
member of a solid group of people working in different
fields of Mechanics in the atmosphere of mutual support

and encouragement.

My coming to Japan eight years ago became
possible after the revolutionary fast changes in the
political and economical systems of Russia. The iron
curtain fell, the Communist Party of the USSR and the
KGB disappeared, people got political freedom, the
freedom of private enterprise, and the freedom to travel.
The very sharp changes were painful for almost every
level of the society, including science and education. The
central power of the state was weakened during the
transition period and many military-oriented scientific
programs were closed. Some researchers moved to other
spheres of activity like small business, which was
practically absent in the former USSR, and others used
the newly opened opportunities to get support from

abroad and collaborate with foreign colleges.

In 1995 I received the Monbusho scholaship to
study in the Shigenari Lab. of Denki-tsushin-daigaku as a
PhD course student. My family and I took this news with
great enthusiasm, though we knew it would not be easy
to get accustomed to the life style in Japan. Let me skip
the small things related to everyday life, like food. Yes, it
is true that in many cases Japanese put sugar in what
Russians put salt, but that was fun. The more serious
problem we met was language. There is a saying in
Russian that a man has as many lives as the number of
languages he can speak. We have experienced a great
joy in learning Japanese, first, the joy of recognizing
separate words and finally the joy of being able to
communicate. I envy my son who had much faster
progress in Japanese with seemingly small effort. For my
wife there was the problem to find something to do. She
is very active and she was used to working, as the
majority of women in Russia do. In Japan she has the
opportunity to do something she always wanted to do but
never had the time, photography. Now she is happy

delivering images of Japan to Russia via the Internet.

It would not be an exag-
geration to say that the interest
of Russian people to everything
related to Japan is growing
exponentially. A great number
of Japanese restaurants have
been opening recently in every
big city. Formerly only a few Japanese writers were
known to a broad Russian audience, Junichiro Tanizaki,
Yasunari Kawabata, and Kobo Abe. Now, if you ask in a
bookstore, for example, for a book by Murakami, you
will surely be asked which one, Haruki or Ryu? The
300th anniversary of the former capital of Russia, St.
Petersburg, was illuminated by a laser show designed by
Hiro Yamagata. The word ikebana is already a Russian
word... One friend of mine wrote to me that there are two
places he would like to go: outer-space and Japan. And
still the knowledge of Japanese culture is somewhat
superficial. People are mainly interested in samurai,
geisha, harakiri, and other things lying on the surface.
‘When buying an omiyage in a pottery shop, my Russian
friends would prefer a vase with Fuji-san, sakura, and a
woman in kimono, all together, painted on it. But the
process of penetration into a different culture is
something no one can speed up. It is nice that people
now are given the opportunity to go along this way as far

as they want.

During the years I have been living in Japan, I
have changed a lot. Russia has been also changed so
dramatically that when I go back, in the beginning I will
be a foreigner in my own country. I hope Russia
becomes a safer country in the near future so that
Japanese people can come freely, stay for a while, and
discover for themselves the richness of the Russian soul

as I have discovered the richness of Japanese culture.

(Yoshikawa Lab  i-1:Wf%6H Sergey DIMITRIEV)
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