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Arpan Singh
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Abishek Regmi

Huge thanks to our supervisor for letting us join the OHOW
2025 Symposium in India and the pre-event competition. This
was an invaluable experience. We are truly grateful!
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I am deeply honored to receive
the Good Presentation Award at
12th East Asian Workshop for
Marine Environment and Energy
(EAWOMENZ) for my research,
'Experimental studies on mlcroplastlcs
separation from water using magnetic
hydrocyclone.” As a doctoral student
at the University of Tokyo
dedicated to environmental remediation, this recognition is
incredibly encouraging. I extend my heartfelt gratitude to my
supervisor, Prof. Daisuke Kitazawa, and Dr. Jinxin Zhou, for
their invaluable guidance and support throughout this project.
Their insights were crucial in validating our magnetically
assisted separation technique. Looking ahead, I remain
committed to advancing practical solutions for mlcroplastlc
pollution. I hope to further optimize this technology to
contribute effectively to marine environment protection and
sustainable water treatment.
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NAGAPPAN Murugappan

I am happy to receive the best ¥
paper presentation award (1st prize)
for the presentation on “Bio-catalysis
for Sustainability: Lipase Immobilized |
on Mesoporous Silica as a Catalyst
Towards Biodiesel Synthesis
Application” at the Indian Chemical
Engineering Congress 2025 (Chemcon
2025), organized by Indian Institute
of Chemical Engineers (IIChE). This is my first ever conference
attendance as a PhD student. I would like to sincerely thank
JICA for their support (JICA - IITH FRIENDSHIP Scholarship
20 / D2305365). I dedicate this and all my future awards to
my sensei Prof. Ogura Masaru, and co-supervisor Dr. Yuki
Nakamura for their constant support and believing in me. In
future, I would like to explore further on various applications
of bio-catalysis (including biosensors).
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[As RS D> (Lounge As)] B'F—7"> / Lounge As Is Now Open
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A new space, the “As Building Lounge (Lounge As),” has opened on the 3rd floor of the As Building.
The lounge offers private and semi-private booths for focused work, along with tables and chairs that can be used for a variety of
purposes. You’ Il also find bookshelves featuring books and magazines related to IIS. No reservation is required, and everyone is
welcome. Feel free to stop by for studying, taking a break, or just relaxing.

FEMRLP LD A v £— / Message from Director General Toshiyoshi

2D I DREKIE. EMROBEINR-—ITH L 74 >SRICSMULTWIREIAZRDP T -EMEHRIOREICLZIHD
TTo T4 EHEPX. AR CHRPEIIRHEETEEZICWETIISRICHAEICESEEZET -2 ZHABAL LSV, HERED
EIREMZ R ARG E. EERDPSIROPICHE S TVWAELEVWTHEETT.

The idea for this lounge came from the IIS administrative staff, who often noticed students joining online meetings in shared
spaces of the IIS buildings. For online classes or conversations you might feel hesitant to have in public, please make use of the
newly created private booths inside the lounge. We also hope the space will be used actively for everyday interactions, including
that goes beyond individual labs. Feel free to enjoy the lounge as a lively and welcoming place.

BE43%E Student Awards

AT CIRFEEDOLHRIGRZ BT LT 572012, FioMBE7u 74 %2%E L TWEJ,
Below are some opportunities for students at IIS.

UTokyo-IIS
Research Collaboration Initiative Award 2025

B - k- DI 3L

UTokyo-lIS Research Collaboration Initiative Award
: ; FEES MR, ERESEEEATIEGENC BRI ) M A A 2 3T 5 720 D E
Award to encourage students actively pursuing collaborative research with industry,
government, academia, local communities, and international partners.

UTEC EF B/ EHHER - fiEXE 7077 A

UTEC Young Researchers’ Challenge Support Program

BRI 7 EBE ) R PRI B & S8 T 5 et & AEF 04 A - BT D7D D
Wik T v s 7 A

Travel Award to support ambitious students and early-career researchers of RCAST
and IIS in pursuing international research activities.
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International Events Held at Komaba Research Campus

1 B26R (A). International Mixer2B3f& L % L /zo SIETIE. MBUIRFTAEEV S EBAR
DI EIER OBEVCICIMA. PE. 8BE. K1 YhE ELEZEDH BEDGHN LV BN
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On Monday, January 26, the New Year International Mixer was held at the Komaba Research
Campus. In addition to traditional Japanese games such as kite-flying and kendama, the event
featured traditional games from various countries, including China, Korea, and Germany.
Participants deepened their interactions across nationalities and laboratories while enjoying
warm seasonal food and drinks such as ozoni (mochi soup), amazake, and mochi.

Furthermore, as a new initiative for this academic year, a student-led "Christmas Party" was
held on Wednesday, December 25. Approximately 20 students from diverse research
laboratories gathered to enjoy the festive occasion with light snacks such as pizza.

With many international students and researchers residing at the Komaba Research Campus,
these events provide valuable opportunities to revitalize the campus community and foster
cross-cultural connections.
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clAMPUS GUIDE

— Newcomers to |IS —

Welcome to Komaba Research Campus.
This guide provides helpful information for those studying or undertaking

research at IIS.

General Information

Application procedures / usage procedures are provided on each
administrative page of the IIS website:
https://www.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/iisonly/index.ntml

IIS Card (Key Card to Enter the Buildings)

It is a card necessary for entry and exit except 8:00am to 8:00pm
on weekdays. For more information, please visit the IIS website of the
General Affairs Section.

Commuter Certificate and Student Travel Discount Certificate

Graduate students who need a commuter certificate or a
student travel discount certificate can obtain them from the
Academic Affairs Section. For more details, please visit the
Academic Affairs Section's website.

Common Facilities

The Institute has common facilities such as Computer Center
(Ce-207), Image Technology Room (Bw-405), Central Workshop
(Building No.17), Library (1st floor of prefabricated building),
Cryogenic Service Room (FF-101), and Environmental Safety
Center (Fw-501). An application for registration is required for the
Computer Center, and an application for a library card is required
for the Library. For more information, please visit each pages of
the IS website.

Recreational Facilities

The Institute has the recreational facilities listed in the table
below. To use the shower room, the resting room, and the table
tennis room during the specified time, borrow the key to enter the
room from the General Affairs Section (Cw-204).
Reservations for the tennis court begin at 10:00am on the third
Wednesday of each month for the following month. Please fill in the
reservation book and use it.

Facility

Building (Block) , Room number

Locker room (for men)

EF-3e + EF-5e

Locker room (for women)

BB-2e - BB-6Ge - BC-2e - BC-4e

Shower room (for men)

BC-3e * EF-4e (Weekday 9:00am ~5:00pm)

Shower room (for women)

BB-3e*CD-4e (Weekday 9:00am ~5:00pm)

Resting room (for men)

EF-6e (Weekday 9:00am ~5:00pm)

Resting room (for women)

BC-6e:CD-3e (Weekday 8:30am ~5:00pm)

Kettle room
equipped with a vending machine

BC-5e « CD-2e * DE-4e * EF-2¢e

Table tennis room

Bw-B05 - Bw-B06 (Weekday 9:00am ~8:00pm)

Accessible toilet

CD-5w+EF-B1w+EF-4w-An-1-As-3

Opening Hours of Cafeteria and Store

Cafeteria and Store

Opening hours

KOMANI (Restaurant &
Meeting Room)

11:00am ~9:00pm Closed on Saturdays,
Sundays and public holidays

Co-op cafeteria

11:30am ~2:00pm Closed on Saturdays,
Sundays and public holidays

Co-op store

10:00am ~5:30pm Closed on Saturdays,
Sundays and public holidays

ape cucina naturale
(An block)

Lunch: 11:30am~3:00pm (LO 1:00pm)
Reservation required on Saturdays only
Dinner:5:30pm ~9:30pm (LO 7:30pm)
Saturdays:5:00pm-9:00pm (LO 7:00pm)
Reservation required

Closed on Sundays and public holidays

Bio Café ape
(An block)

Lunch: 11:30am~2:00pm (LO 1:00pm)
Closed on Mondays, Saturdays, Sundays
and public holidays

2¢ Business hours are subject to change. Please contact each store.

Copying Machine

A common copy card is distributed to each research laboratory
to use copying machines at the specified copying corners (BC-3c,
BC5c, CD-4c, DE-4c, EF-4c, library, Lounge As and 5th floor of
CCR building).

Consumables (Envelopes, etc.)

Envelopes with the Institute’s name printed on them and
garbage bags (454£) are available from the Finance Section
(Bw-204).

Receiving and Sending Postal Mail and Intramural Mail
Incoming postal mail and intramural mail are dropped in the
mailbox designated by each department (BC-2¢ for Dept. 1 and
5, CD-3c for Dept. 2, DE-3c for Dept. 3 and EF-3c for Dept. 4).
To send mails (including Air Mail), fill in a sending slip and
hand them to the staff at the Mail Service Room (Cw-204). For
same-day shipping, the deadline is 3:00pm.

Conference and Seminar Room Reservations

To use the conference/seminar rooms, please make a
reservation through the Komaba Room Reservation System on the
IIS website.

Sorted Garbage Collection and Disposal of Experiment-
related Waste and Hazardous Materials

There are two temporary storages of garbage on the west of
Building C and the north of Building F. Separate the garbage into
recyclable papers, cardboard, glasses, plastics, beverage
cans, PET bottles, combustible, and non-combustible. Large-
sized wastes including electronics and furniture can not be
disposed at the garbage storages in the campus. These wastes
are collected twice a year on the campus clean-up day. Bring
experimental wastes such as waste liquids, used chemicals, and
waste reagents to the storehouse of hazardous materials located
on the north of Building 1 in accordance with the regulations in
the Manual for Hazardous Materials. The Environmental Science
Center in Hongo Campus collects them weekly. If you need to
dispose of hazardous substances such as deleterious substances,
poisonous substances, and infectious waste, contact the person
in charge of managing hazardous materials at each research
laboratory.

Registering to Park Bicycle and Motorcycle
Those who use bicycles or motorcycles need to apply.
For more details, please visit the Facilities Team's website.

Social Gatherings

“Yayoikai”is a get - together involving the whole institute and
holds sporting and cultural events. In addition, each department
organizes various get-togethers including New Year’s party, year
- end party, trips, and other events.

Emergency Outdoor Stairs on the East of Building Be through
Fe

The outdoor stairs on the east of building Be through Fe shall be
used only for emergency cases, based on the agreement made with
the nearby residents.

\éVindows and Porches on the East of Building Be through
e

The rolling-screens attached to the windows on the east of
building Be through Fe shall be closed during night-time to shade
the room lights. On the porches there, we shall refrain from any
activity that would make the nearby residents feel that they are
being watched. It would include looking down from the porch,
making human shades on the wall at night, and talking loudly.
Note that the porch on the east of building Ee and Fe shall be
used as an evacuation route in case of emergency, and thus can
not be used otherwise.

Others

Campus environmental activities are held at the Komaba 1
Research Campus twice a year (spring and autumn) and a
disaster drill once a year (autumn).

For more information, please visit the IIS website.
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PlOMENADE

I arrived at the University of Tokyo in 2021, or
perhaps more accurately, I almost arrived. Due to
the pandemic, I spent nearly half a year attending
meetings from my room in China, imagining Japan
through a computer screen. When Japan finally
reopened its borders, I entered the country just in
time for another surprise: a seven-day quarantine
that was suddenly lifted on the fifth day. Overnight,
my quarantine turned into my very first vacation in
Japan—a rather unconventional but unforgettable
welcome.

Some of my “first times” in Japan were equally
unexpected. My first fk#& S was not held in a cozy
fEil)R, but on Zoom. In China, laboratory gatherings
are usually formal research meetings, so drinking
with professors and lab mates online was both
strange and fascinating. It felt like discovering a
hidden side of academic life.

Hatano Laboratory is also one of the most
international environments I have ever experienced.
So international that English became the default
language. As a result, my Japanese did not improve
as much as my mother had hoped—and she
frequently reminded me of that. Coming from a small

city in China, I had never before met people from so

| -'?".MW&JW A

online BiA % - #lls

Living, Learning, and Growing in a Diverse Community at IIS

Jingyi Gao
Doctoral student, Naomichi Hatano Lab.

Department of Fundamental Engineering

many different countries and cultural backgrounds.
At an international conference, POS-RST 2025, 1
even confused “Austria” with “Australia”, which led
to a memorable moment of laughter. Despite our
differences, everyone I met was incredibly kind, and
each day felt new, challenging, and joyful.

Academically, these five years at IIS have been
far richer than I ever imagined. I was fortunate
to receive a private foundation scholarship in M2,
which introduced me to diverse cultural exchanges.
Before entering my doctoral course, I was accepted
by the WINGS-QSTEP by my research in quantum
thermal machines. In particular, my study of non-
equilibrium dynamics at Liouvillian exceptional
points was warmly received by the community and
played an important role in my being awarded the
JSPS DC2 Fellowship—an outcome that was both
surprising and deeply encouraging to me.

Looking back, my time at IIS has been a chapter
filled with kindness, curiosity, and growth. Wherever
life leads me next, these years will remain an
irreplaceable and joyful memory, and I will continue
forward carrying both the generosity I received

here and my own passion for research.

Pofer Award of POS-RST”2025
Prof. Obuse, Prof. Hatano and me (from right to left)
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