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I am deeply grateful to my
supervisor, Prof. Tomoki Machida, for
his guidance and support, as well as
to my collaborators and lab members
for their valuable contributions. My
poster, titled “Quasi one-dimensional
moiré in large-angle twisted bilayer
WTe:,” faced many challenges, but
with their help, I was able to complete it. Thank you very much
to everyone who supported me.
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Daranagama Arachchige Samitha Daranagama

I am deeply honored to receive
the Gold Prize at the WEBCONI11
during the Asian Conference of
Remote Sensing (ACRS 2024) .1
extend my heartfelt gratitude to
my supervisor, Prof. Wataru
Takeuchi, for his invaluable
guidance, and to the organizing :
committee for providing this exceptional platform to showcase
my research. It is a privilege to contribute to the theme of
WEBCONI11, “Stepping Towards Economic Sustainability
through Spatial Data Services,” and to highlight the significant
role of remote sensing and spatial information sciences in
addressing global challenges.
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Xiangyuan Guo

I am honored to receive the Best
Poster Presentation Award in 14th
International Gel Symposium. I
would like to express my gratitude
to Nakagawa sensei and Yoshie
sensei for their guidance on my
research. Without their advice and
the support of my lab mates, I B
would not have been able to complete this poster presentation
and win the award. I will continue to work hard.
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I am deeply honored to have
received the Best English
Presentation Award at the 2024
Annual Convention of the Society
of Rubber Science and Technology.
In this study, we focused on a dual-
network strategy that incorporates
both static and dynamic crosslinks
into rubber to enhance material performance. Our research
specifically explored how the balance between these crosslink
types influences the mechanical properties of SBR. I would
like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Yoshie-sensei,
Nakagawa-sensei, and Yatsuyanagi-san for their invaluable
guidance and support throughout this work.
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International Mixer
Halloween Festival

2024F10A31H (K). AF SHHFEH
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On October 31, 2024 a Halloween event
was held together with RCAST. Some 170
students, faculty members and staff, including
many international students, enjoyed lantern
making and “trick-or-treat” lab visits. A total
of 11 laboratories from IS and RCAST, and
the Office for the Next Generation of IIS
participated in the trick-or-treating.

Tulip Planting

2024F11812H (K). SEHFa2—Vy TORIRETEEEZ D1 N> bEFEE L.
HA0ZDBIMUL F Lo RANS MEF T 4D by T > T KFEMESAHRZEFR S ZFR
ANDXET hEZE S5 HIFIC2020FICIEE > HD T, SEN 5EIEDEETL 1

On November 12, lIS held another event to plant tulip bulbs and flowers, with about
40 participants this year. It was the fifth time to hold this event, which started in 2020
with a gift from the MESA+ Institute at the University of Twente in the Netherlands.
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My name is Jiawei Qin, a PhD student at Sugano
Lab. I am visiting the Computer Vision Lab at
Delft University of Technology (TU Delft), where
I am working on gaze estimation with Professor
Xucong Zhang. I was fortunate enough to receive
this opportunity after a previous collaboration,

and the transition here has been smooth. The visa
application process went very well, and, luckily, I

secured a spot in the highly competitive student
housing. I'm grateful that everything has gone so
smoothly.

The Netherlands is full of canals, rivers, and
bicycles, and Delft itself is a small, quiet, and
beautiful town. Near my dorm, there's a small river
where ducks, birds, and plenty of mosquitoes are
always present (see the figure below). In summer,
the sky stays bright past 10:30 PM, and it's cool
enough not to need an air conditioner—a welcome
escape from Tokyo’s hot summer. Eating out here
1S not so common and can be expensive, SO most
of my meals are home-cooked. I do my grocery
shopping by bike and enjoy cooking, working out
at home, and embracing a simple, slower-paced
lifestyle, which has become a unique and enjoyable
aspect of living here.

Collaborative research
and with external institutions is very common
at TU Delft. There are no strict boundaries
between professors,

across departments

encouraging students to

Duck family near our lab.
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Life as A Visiting Student
at TU Delft, Netherlands

Jiawel Qin
PhD student, Yusuke Sugano Lab.
Department of Informatics and Electronics

freely collaborate with any professor in the
broader research group. Interestingly, there's a
whiteboard in the shared lab space where
members write about their past failed and
successful submissions. While some might hesitate
to write on it, seeing it all might actually boost
motivation. On the other hand, work-life balance
iIs more emphasized here, which is said to be
In my department,
students aren’'t allowed to stay in the lab after 8
PM or on weekends. During the summer holidays,
we even need to leave by 5:30 PM. Many people
use this time to spend a few weeks traveling or

common acrosSs ELII'ODG.

relaxing at the beach.

Since this is my first time in Europe, I've taken
the opportunity to visit many famous sites and
explore new cities. I experienced the thrill of the
Olympics in France and traveled around Milan
and Rome with my Italian friend over the summer.
Europe has endless possibilities, and being here has
opened up so many opportunities for exploration.

From the vibrant research community to the
exciting travel opportunities across Europe, I feel
grateful for choosing to pursue a PhD. I'm looking
forward to seeing what the next few years will
bring—both in my research and in the adventures
that await.

This research stay was conducted with the support of JST ASPIRE.

Visiting Milan during the summer break.
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