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Yijing ZHANG

I am profoundly honored to receive the
Award for Encouragement of Research at
the 33rd Annual Meeting of the Materials
Research Society of Japan. This accolade
not only acknowledges my dedication but
also shines a light on the invaluable
guidance and mentorship of Professor
Minami and Sasaki Sensei. Their wisdom and support have been my
compass in navigating the complexities of research.
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Being acknowledged with the 'Best |
Presenter' award at the Global Forum on |
Disaster Solutions 2024 conference among
numerous participants, I am immensely
honored and grateful for this recognition.
This award is not just a personal
achievement but also a testament to the
unwavering support and encouragement I have received from my
supervisors, the authors, the students in my lab, and my family
throughout my academic journey. I am especially grateful to my
supervisor, Assoc. Prof. Yuya Sakai Sensei, whose guidance has been
invaluable in shaping me into a proficient doctoral student, and to
Ukraine’ s student, Alisa Chen, whose significant contributions greatly
enriched our research.

As I reflect on this honor, I am inspired to further contribute to the
advancement of my field and to continue sharing my insights with
enthusiasm and conviction, particularly regarding sustainable
construction materials. Our research on recycling building debris in
Ukraine holds great promise for society, particularly in post-disaster
areas where the utilization of construction and demolition waste can
be transformative. I am excited about the opportunities that lie ahead
and remain committed to making meaningful contributions to the
academic community.
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lIS International Mixer
New Year Event

1 B128 (£). AZF ELigRFHMHEE 24— & & HIC. BADBIER % 7 — < (Cinternational
MixerZBE L £ U =0 BFE %R DICHI0ZABML., 22N —YF ([RBICTRS T E ED
BERBEVEFERLEZYN, BHEPEBPVWEBEEZRE LA SXMREFDE L BIFUH—FF
T N ICIE, BEECHEAMREDP ZEEL TOE T, International Mixerld. HRED
BEBIATXRCEDLIVWVESELSTVWET,

On January 12, approximately 100 people, many of them international students, participated
in the International Mixer organized by IIS and RCAST. They experienced kite-flying and other
traditional Japanese New Year games in the courtyard, and also enjoyed amazake (Japanese
non-alcohol sweet sake) and hot meals. International Mixer is a great way to interact with many
international students and researchers at Komaba Research Campus.

IJFORMATION

B3 4%XE, Student Awards
KT DSR2 B L4 2 720010, FROME 70 79 A% EHiL TV E .

Below are some opportunities for students at IIS.

Continental Academic Exchange Program with
Technical University of Darmstadt (Germany)

Ty ay b IRRFE OGRS % RAET 5 720 D PERTE 1%
Travel award to promote research exchange with Technical

@ ot University of Darmstadt
€= I”‘ m.

Continental UTokyo-IIS Global Engineering Fellowship
EIRRR 2 Ek 2 17T 9 Bk O B 5 FEZX BTG 5 720 D3R4
Fellowship for encouraging students to make international contributions

+ Roundp airare Eligibility

studying atls.

% B3
b
# E
+ N
% E3
£ &

UTokyo-1IS

Research Collaboration Initiative Award 2023
YT - MO - [0 92 0
AR LY ML KPR R

UTokyo-IIS Research Collaboration Initiative Award

PEES Mg, ERSE ST IR ) I A M T R 2 B 5 720 D E

Award for encouraging students who are active in collaborating with academic institutions,
industry and communities outside of IIS in their research
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clAMPUS GUIDE

— Newcomers to |IS —

Welcome to Komaba Research Campus.
This guide provides helpful information for those studying or undertaking

research at IIS.

General Information

Application procedures / usage procedures are provided on
each administrative page of the IIS website
https://www.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/iisonly/index.htmi

IIS Card (Key Card to enter the building)

It is a card necessary for entry except 8:00am to 8:00pm on
weekends. For more information, visit the IS website of the
General Affairs Section.

Student Identification Certificate and Fare Reduction
Certificate

By following the specified procedure at the Academic Affairs
Section (Cw-203), graduate school students can obtain a Student
ldentification Certificate and a Fare Reduction Certificate.

(Applicable only to students of School of Engineering, Graduate
School of Information Science and Technology, School of Science,
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, and Graduate School of
Interdisciplinary Information Studies.)

Common Facilities

The Institute has common facilities such as Computer Center
(Ce-207), Image Technology Room (Bw-405), Central Workshop
(Building No.17), Library (1st floor of prefabricated building),
Cryogenic Service Room (FF-101), and Environmental Safety
Center (Fw-501). You are requested to register with Computer
Center and Library. For more information, please visit each
pages of the IIS website.

Recreational Facilities

The Institute has the recreational facilities listed in the table
below. To use the shower room, the resting room, and the table
tennis room during the specified time, borrow the key to enter the
room from the Human Resources & Welfare Section (Cw-202).
Reservations for the tennis court(managed by the Komaba I
Campus Management Committee) begin at 10:00am on the third
Wednesday of each month for the following month. Please fill in the
reservation book and use it.

Facility
Locker room (for men)

Building(Block), Room number
BB-6e - EF-5e
BB-2¢e - BC-2¢e - CD-3e * DE-3e -
EF-3e - BB-4e - BC-4e - CD-5e
BC-3e - EF-4¢e (Weekday 8:30am ~5:30pm)
BB-3e * CD-4e (Weekday 8:30am~5:30pm)
EF-6e (Weekday 8:30am~5:30pm)
BC-6e * EF-2¢ (Weekday 8:30am ~5:30pm)

BC-5e - CD-2e - DE-4e - EF-2¢e

Bw-B05 + Bw-B06 (Weekday 9:00am ~8:00pm)
CD-5w - EF-B1w * EF-4w + An-1 - As-3

Opening hours of Cafeteria and Store

Cafeteria and Store Opening hours

KOMANI (next to Collaborative [11:00am~9:00pm Closed on Saturdays,
research building) Sundays and public holidays

11:30am~2:00pm Closed on Saturdays,
Sundays and public holidays

10:00am~5:30pm Closed on Saturdays,
Sundays and public holidays

Lunch: 11:30am~2:30pm (LO 1:00pm)

Reservation required on Saturdays only

ape cucina naturale Dinner:5:30pm ~9:30pm (LO 7:30pm)
(An block) | Saturdays:5:00pm-9:00pm (LO 7:00pm)

Reservation required

Closed on Sundays and public holidays

Cafe:10:30am~, and Lunch:0:00pm~

2:30pm (LO 2:00pm)

(An block)|Closed on Mondays, Saturdays, Sundays

and public holidays

2¢ Business hours are subject to change. Please contact each store.

Locker room (for women)

Shower room (for men)
Shower room (for women)
Resting room (for men)
Resting room (for women)

Kettle room
equipped with a vending machine

Table tennis room
Accessible toilet

Co-op cafeteria

Co-op store

Bio Café ape

Copying Machine

A common copy card is distributed to each research laboratory
to use copying machines at the specified copying corners (BC-3c,
BC5c¢c, CD-4c, DE-4c, EF-4c, library, 3rd floor of As block and
5th floor of CCR building).

Consumables (Envelopes, etc.)

Envelopes with the Institute’s name printed on them and
garbage bags (45 £) are available from the Finance Section
(Bw-204).

Receiving and Sending Postal Mail and Intramural Maill

Incoming postal mail and intramural mail are dropped in the
mailbox designated by each department (BC-2c for Dept. 1 and
5, CD-3c for Dept. 2, DE-3c for Dept. 3 and EF-3c for Dept. 4).

To send mails (including Air Mail), fill in a sending slip and
hand them to the staff at the Mail Service Room (Cw-204). For
same-day shipping, the deadline is 3:00pm.

Conference and Seminar Room Reservations
To use the conference/seminar rooms, please make a
reservation through the reservation system on the IS website.

Sorted Garbage Collection and Disposal of Experiment-
related Waste and Hazardous Materials

There are two temporary storages of garbage on the west of
Building C and the north of Building F. Separate the garbage into
recyclable papers, cardboard, glasses, plastics, beverage
cans, PET bottles, combustible, and non-combustible. Large-
sized wastes including electronics and furniture can not be
disposed at the garbage storages in the campus. These wastes
are collected twice a year on the campus clean-up day. Bring
experimental wastes such as waste liquids, used chemicals, and
waste reagents to the storehouse of hazardous materials located
on the north of Building 1 in accordance with the regulations in
the Manual for Hazardous Materials. The Environmental Science
Center in Hongo Campus collects them weekly. If you need to
dispose of hazardous substances such as deleterious substances,
poisonous substances, and infectious waste, contact the person
in charge of managing hazardous materials at each research
laboratory.

Registering to park Bicycle and Motorcycle

If you want to travel to and from the campus by bicycle or
motorcycle, apply for a parking permit from the Facilities Section
(Cw-201). For bicycle, the copy of “registration card” at the time
of the security registration is necessary.

Social Gatherings

“Yayoikai” is a get - together involving the whole institute and
holds sporting and cultural events. In addition, each department
organizes various get-togethers including New Year’s party, year
- end party, trips, and other events.

Emergency outdoor stairs on the east of building Be through
Fe

The outdoor stairs on the east of building Be through Fe shall
be used only for emergency cases, based on the agreement made
with the nearby residents.

Windows and porches on the east of building Be through
Fe

The rolling-screens attached to the windows on the east of
building Be through Fe shall be closed during night-time to shade
the room lights. On the porches there, we shall refrain from any
activity that would make the nearby residents feel that they are
being watched. It would include looking down from the porch,
making human shades on the wall at night, and talking loudly.
Note that the porch on the east of building Ee and Fe shall be
used as an evacuation route in case of emergency, and thus can
not be used otherwise.
Others

Campus environmental activities are held at the Komaba 1T
Research Campus twice a year (spring and autumn) and a
disaster drill once a year (autumn).

For more information, please visit the IIS website.
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PlOMENADE

I am Binduja, a project researcher at IIS, and I
became a part of the team in October 2023. Upon
stepping onto the soil of Japan after completing my
Ph.D. in India, I was fascinated by the enchanting
beauty that surrounded me. The meticulously
maintained environment and the serenity of this
beautiful country unfolded before my eyes like a
canvas painted with nature's finest strokes. It was
not just the physical beauty that amused me; it
was the warmth and inherent welcoming nature
of the Japanese people that truly stole my heart.
From the streets of Tokyo to the Minami laboratory
environment, the culture of hospitality was deeply
ingrained. Adjusting to the unique working culture
in Japan was a special experience for me.

My research primarily focuses on exploring
applications
of diverse fluorescence compounds. Within the

the environmental and biological

Minami Laboratory, there is an area of research

A glimpse into the group party

Cherishable Months at IIS

Binduja Mohan

Project Researcher, Tsuyoshi Minami Lab.
Department of Materials and Environmental Science

that explores the magic of sensor chemistry. Much
like the charming cherry blossoms that grace
Japan in spring, our laboratory sparkles with
diverse fluorescence compounds, each possessing
remarkable applications in our daily lives, especially
in the realms of environment and biology. The
intricacies of my work often demand access to
advanced characterization facilities, and in this
regard, IIS stands out as an ideal option for me as
this institute provides excellent research facilities,
with highly skilled professionals. In this dynamic
and well-equipped environment, I feel excited to
pursue the path of knowledge and innovation.

I hold a firm belief that my journey at IIS will be
marked by numerous research achievements that
will significantly enrich my career profile in the near
future. As I reflect on my journey as a newcomer
to IIS, I am filled with gratitude for making this
chapter in my research career truly special.

In the laboratory- where curiosity
meets concentration!
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PloMENADE

An inspirational first year at IIS

My name is Ariane Schwitter, and I am a PhD
student in the Sugihara Lab. I started my PhD
thesis during the beautiful Japanese Sakura season
2023. Before coming to Japan, I had never travelled
outside Europe and had not even taken a flight
longer than 2 hours. Therefore, everything from
everyday life to lab work and lab mates was new.
I never expected to learn as much in the first year
of PhD as I did.

My research focuses on the
peptides. Our
produces these short molecules in response to an

interaction of
antimicrobial Immune system
infection. They attack bacterial membranes very
efficiently but sometimes damage our cells, too. I am
searching for peptide combinations that are very
efficient in killing bacteria but harmless to us. In
the future, these peptides might present a new tool
to combat the rising antimicrobial resistance crisis.

This fascinating topic drove me to Japan.
Sugihara-sensei has studied these peptides and
their interaction for several years, driving research
forward. I was delighted when I received the
confirmation from The University of Tokyo.

Thanks to the strong support of Sugihara-senseil
and my lab members, I could quickly adapt to the
bureaucracy and search for a lovely home.

I often travel across Tokyo by bike and encounter

Tanabata Festival in July 2023

Ariane Schwitter

PhD student, Kaori Sugihara Lab.
Department of Materials and Environmental Science

new areas. Since joining a sports club, I have been in
contact with other sporty people with whom I spend
the weekends in nature near Tokyo and enjoy trail
running. A few cyclists are already planning our
next trip over Golden Week.

I have experienced our Research Campus in all
four seasons this past year. And autumn is my
absolute favourite. The leaves were turning orange,
the clear and bright blue sky and the comfortable
temperature were especially beautiful. In strong
contrast to autumn is our sweltering and humid
summer. However, the summer also has its benefits
with multiple festivities like the Tanabata festival,
which I particularly enjoyed.

During the last year, I could travel to the Kansai
region for conferences and holidays. I attended the
Annual Meeting of the Biophysical Society of Japan
in Nagoya, an enlightening first experience of an
international conference. I could even establish an
international exchange. I learned a lot from the
questions during the poster session.

Since I come from a background in biomedicine,
attending interdisciplinary seminars, I gained
diverse knowledge and improved my presentation
skills.

I am grateful for Professor Sugihara's strong
support and my supportive lab members.

e

Sugihara Lab Members in Okutama
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