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PYMOMENADE

Humanity faces a greater challenge due to the
global pandemic of COVID-19. It has not only changed
our working conditions but our entire lifestyle. The
pandemic has had a sudden impact on leisure and
family life as well which will vary depending on the
profession, access to technology, mental health etc.

I am currently working as a project researcher
in the global hydrodynamic laboratory (Yamazaki
Lab) in IIS. We are mainly investigating the changes
in freshwater in global-scale and climate change
impacts. I graduated with my PhD from Tokyo
Institute of Technology in September, 2019 and then
joined IIS in October, 2019. When I joined IIS, it was
pre-pandemic status where we interacted with each
other without the fear of COVID-19.

As the pandemic situation became more serious
in Japan, the government declared a State of
Emergency and the labs were instructed to keep
the social distance. Hence, we need to reduce the
attendance to the lab. All the lab meetings were
converted to remote versions from physical meetings.
Official and casual conversations were converted to
online platforms (i.e. Zoom, Slack).

With improvements of the online platforms the
conferences which wusually happened as social
gatherings became online everywhere. As a

Pre-pandemic gathering
(November 2019)

Menaka Revel

researcher, I was benefited by the ability to attend
several conferences and workshops at my fingertips
during the pandemic. Also, with technological
improvements and accessibility to the internet
makes knowledge hunting easier as most of the
recorded videos (ie. YouTube) and sources were
available at an unprecedented amount. In a way,
COVID-19 pandemic opened new avenues for
scientific communication.

As socialization is important to humans, we
expect to have a social interaction with others such
as watching a concert, participating in a festival,
etc. with friends and family. In the pre-epidemic
situation, we used to maintain our social life even
in the university with club activities, sports events,
etc. I observed a significant difference between pre-
pandemic and pandemic situations where face-to-face
meetings, welcome parties, and farewell gatherings
were converted to virtual gatherings. Hence, I feel
that the casual interactions were hampered due to
the current situation of COVID19.

In conclusion, there are a handful of positives
we can observe during the pandemic such as easy
accesses to scientific knowledge. As a researcher,
I believe that we should seek novel modalities of
improving our productivity in the midst of this
challenging situations like COVID-19.

Online gathering during pandemic
(September 2020)
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78218 (K). E¥%F7—<&L7 IS International Mixer »BIfESn. # 50
ANDIELELEEDSRAFEPCHEEDP HADNILERELAF Lz, SINEIGEEWN
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DIEFENERVEL T,

On July 21, IIS International Mixer
was held with the theme of Tanabata
and some 50 students and researchers
from various countries enjoyed an
evening of Japanese cultural experience.
The participants wrote their wishes on
colorful strips of paper called tanzaku
and hung them on bamboo branches.
They also enjoyed playing with hand-held
fireworks which are commonly used for
summer evening entertainment in Japan.
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