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I am a French Associate Professor
at University of Bordeaux since 2009. I
received the Ph.D. degree in Electrical
in 2007. In 2008, I was a post-doctoral
researcher at CEA-LETI in France.
I was a JSPS post-doctoral researcher in 2009 and a
Visiting Scientist from 2013 to 2015 at LIMMS/IIS, The
University of Tokyo, Japan.

It is now a great honor to become a Project Associate
Professor at IIS. I will work on Brain Neuromorphic
Artificial Intelligence in collaboration with NEC
Company. My research deals with the engineering of
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circuits whose components and architecture are neuro-
mimetic. The main goal is to design the new generation
of neuroprosthesis with closed-loop systems using bio-
hybrid platforms.
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PlOMENADE

Treasure Hunting at IIS

It was the summer in 2016 that I first heard about
the IIS, and the RCA-IIS Tokyo Design Lab. I had just
graduated from a double masters in Innovation Design
Engineering at the Royal College of Art and Imperial
College London, when I received an email from the
head of the programme, Professor Miles Pennington
of the Royal College of Art. The details were scarce
but exciting: a Design Lab in Tokyo aiming to create
cross-disciplinary collaborations between scientists
and designers, with the ultimate goal of creating
deployable innovations.

We set up a meeting for the next time I' d be in
London, and he suggested that I meet with Yamanaka-
sensei while at the Ars Electronica Festival in Linz. It is
here that I first heard the term ‘Treasure Hunter :
a person who was to visit the IIS research labs to
find ‘hidden gems which could serve as a starting
point for a collaboration between IIS researchers and
RCA designers.

I was immediately sold, and the rest of the autumn
was spent planning the Design Lab prototype with
Miles, Fujii-sensei, and all the other people involved in
this first phase. By January 2017 I was on a plane to
Tokyo, obsessively flipping through the Seiken book,
trying to start identifying which labs would be the
first I would visit.

My first few days at IIS were overwhelming, and
I was nervous about meeting so many people and
learning about so many new things through both a
linguistic and cultural barrier. Luckily, my counterpart
treasure hunter, Yu Morishita of Yashiro Lab, as well
as Mitsuru Muramatsu from Yamanaka Lab, were
here to make my arrival easy and ensure a swift start
to Treasure Hunting.

My objective was clear: I had three weeks to
identify six labs which me I and the MicroLab team
could collaborate with to create physical, tangible

prototypes. These prototypes and the research
behind them also needed to be easily accessible and
understandable to members of the general public.

Treasure Hunting was a true privilege - going up
and down through the IIS blocks I got so meet so
many kind, curious, intelligent people, and learn about
a myriad of fascinating technologies and research
that went far beyond my imagination. The professors
of IIS were all extremely welcoming, and the only
challenge I faced was correcting the misconception
people had about Design, often understanding it as

‘graphic design’ . It was essential to make clear
that our objective at the Design Lab is to use design
to bridge the gap between technology, research, and
people. Our goal is to come up with innovative ideas
and applications around technologies which tackle real
world problems and create tangible solutions.

I leave with one regret, which is that I was only
able to scratch the surface, and that so many treasures
remain uncovered. While the first phase of treasure
hunting has come to a close, I see it as an ongoing
process that I hope will continue to grow with the
Design Lab and even extend beyond it. I hope it is
something the researchers of IIS will also engage in
and start to initiate their own new cross-disciplinary
research projects.

Charlotte FURET, Royal College of Art, London
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