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The program of International Platform
on Ocean Energy for Young Researcher
2016 was held by the Institute of Ocean
Energy, Saga University. It provided a
great opportunity for young researchers
to communicate with and learn from
each other in an effective way. What [ :

have presented is a novel wave harmonizer in form of catamaran. By
means of applying active motion control algorithm to the cabin, wave
energy could be converted into electrical energy through generators.
The honor of the best presentation award should be shared with my
supervisor Prof. Kitazawa, my advisers Mr. Maeda and Mr. Hirota, the
technical staff Mr. Itakura and my colleague Dr. Zhang. Without their
generous support, the model would not have been realized and tested.
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My Tokyo visit and connection with Japan

Professor Takashi Nakatsuji is my first contact in
Japan whom I met in Asian Institute of Technology,
Thailand in 1997. He taught me traffic engineering,
inspired and supervised my Master and PhD research.
I spent an important part of my life in Japan from 2001
to 2006 as a PhD student and postdoc at Hokkaido
University. When 1 arrived at Sapporo for the first
time together with my wife and two sons in 2001, we
were overwhelmed by Japanese culture. Coming from
Nepal, it was quite a big change for us culturally and
socially. We gradually learned and adopted Japanese
culture and values, which is a part of our daily life now.
We enjoyed travelling many cities including Hakodate,
Aomori, Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, Nara, Nagoya, Fukuoka,
Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and Miyazaki. I kept on working
with Prof Nakatsuji and other researchers from
Hokkaido University after leaving Japan in 2006.

I met with Professor Takashi Oguchi in 2014 while
organizing an International Symposium on Intelligent
Transportation System Research in Auckland jointly
with the University of Tokyo. Then we realized that we
have similar research interests which include modelling
and simulation of traffic, intelligent transportation
system, traffic operations and management, traffic
safety, human factors and applications of advanced
technologies in transportation. I visited his laboratory
in 2014 and 2015 where I briefed him about my
ongoing research projects and discussed with him
about possible future research collaborations. I am
thankful to him for providing me an opportunity to
work with him and his research team.

Early this year, I spent two months working at Prof
Oguchi lab. This time we mainly focused on urban
traffic management issues. I am thankful to Ms Kiyoko
Morimoto for helping me to find accommodation and
settling in Tokyo. We lived near Shinjuku station, used
by on average 3.6 million people per day, which is over
twice the population of Auckland. Of course we were
all amazed by liveliness of Tokyo. We loved our stay
in Tokyo and it was quite a different experience from
our previous experience living in Sapporo.

I am thankful to Dr Miho Iryo, Dr Kentaro Wada, Dr
Charitha Dias, Mr Isao Nishikawa and all Master and

PhD students in Prof Oguchi lab for the great time
that I enjoyed in the office. I had some great time
travelling to several historical places in Tokyo, Osaka,
Kyoto, and Kobe with my family who joined me in the
first month. We met with our friends after long time.
From this visit, we treasure a lot of good memories
that will remain with us forever.

Prakash Ranjitkar
Senior Lecturer,
Environmental Engineering

University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand

Department of Civil and
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