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Neuroprosthesis research consortium among IS,
Case Western Reserve University and Synapse Biomedical Inc.
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Institute of Industrial Science (IIS) of the University
of Tokyo signed an agreement to create a neuroprothesis
research consortium with Case Western Research
University (CWRU) and Synapse Biomedical Inc. (SBI) on
November 6 2015 at the University of Tokyo New York
Office. Prof. Teruo Fujii, Director General, IIS, Megan
Moynahan, Executive Director, Institute for Functional
Restoration (IFR), CWRU and Anthony Ignagni, CEO, SBI
attended the signing ceremony.

Neuroprosthesis is a technology for activating neural
pathways lost by neurological disorders to restore motor
functions using artificial electric stimulations. CWRU
in Cleveland, Ohio is known for advanced technologies
for neuroprothesis, and SBI has been commercializing
a neurostimulation system. The company has sales in 25
countries. As the neuroprothesis is a technology still on the
way of development, the participation of IIS to the project
to realize an innovative next generation neuroprothesis by
applying its advanced expertise will potentially improve
quality of life of patients with neurodegeneration and
spinal cord injury.

IIS contributes to the consortium project of
neuroprosthesis research in the areas of power solutions,
industrial design to reduce patients’ stress and anxiety,
and optimisation of electric stimulation using nerve cell
culture.

(Kaoru Nishimura, URA, Research Management Office)
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Mr. Anthony Ignagni, Prof. Megan Moynahan, Prof. Teruo Fujii
holding the signed agreements.
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Komaba Research Campus
International Garden Party 2015

The 2015 International Garden Party of Komaba
Research Campus, jointly organized by IIS and RCAST,
was held on Oct. 7" under the blessings of a gentle autumn
sun. The colorful event featured booth displays of national
culture from many global regions (China, East Africa
(Ethiopia and Uganda), Europe (France, Germany, Italy,
Switzerland), India, Iran, Japan, Korea, and Pakistan) in
the form of handicrafts, clothes, food, games, etc., next
to lively cultural performances on a central stage, a quiz
rally, and caterings of international cuisines. IIS director
Prof. Fujii opened the party with a welcome toast, after
which visiting Liberal Arts Graduate School and College
Dean Prof. Ogawa stunned everyone by conveying his
greetings in a formidable rendition of ‘Santa Lucia’l The
international booth representatives then proudly introduced
their fine cultural exhibits. Next, Estudiantina Komaba, a
unique Japanese student ensemble for Venezuelan music,
turned the heat on with their performance of original Latin
American songs. While participants queued for delicacies

and engaged in cultural encounters at the booth exhibitions,

an enchanting duet on pipa (Chinese lute instrument) and
an eye-catching Indian Bollywood dance spellbound the
audience. As another highlight, an explosive Japanese
Taiko drum concert by the professional group SAI merged
seamlessly into an Awa-Odori (Japanese popular dance)
guided by the student group ‘Todai REN’, which was joined
by many cheerful party members. Finally, RCAST director
Prof. Nishimura delivered the closing speech for the joyful
festival that had attracted a crowd of 795 participants to
the central courtyard.

Again, in a wonderful display of international
collaboration, the usually quiet Komaba Research Campus
transformed into a vibrant stage for budding friendships
between students, researchers, staff, and faculty of IIS
and RCAST. I sincerely thank the International Relations
Section, committee members, booth presenters, stage
performers, and volunteers for their many (a total staff of
121!) great contributions to realizing this exciting event.

(Assoc. Prof. Markus WILDE,
Chairperson of the Steering Committee)
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IIS opened IIS/UTokyo bureau for European
Collaboration (IBEC) in the Regional Office of Nord - Pas-
de-Calais and Picardie of National Center for Scientific
Research (CNRS) in Lille, France on Thursday, July 2,
2015. In Lille, a mirror site of Laboratory for Integrated
Micro-Mechatronic Systems (LIMMS), SMMIL-E*, which
is an international collaborative research centers of IIS
was opened in June 2014, too. IIS intends to develop
a network with European researchers and European
Commission starting from Lille by IBEC.

The opening ceremony was held in the presence of Prof.
Teruo Fujii, Director General of IIS, Prof. Hiroyuki Fujii
of IIS, Dr. Jean-Yves Marzin, Director of Institute of
engineering and system science, Ms. Francoise Paillous,
Director of Regional Office, Prof. Philippe Rollet,
President of Lille 1 University and Mr. Ichiro Ikeda,

Science Attaché of the Embassy of Japan in France.

*Seeding Microsystems in Medecine in Lille - European
Japanese Technologies against Cancer -:
The first laboratory of IIS outside Japan. It participate
in a project of the translation and development in Nord-
Pas de Calais region of micro-technologies of Bio MEMS
created by LIMMS/CNRS-IIS. The project intends to put
in eynergy these microactivities and the research agaisn
cancer related in the project GIS SIRIC-ONCO-Lille of
the city. Its research activity is done

(Kaoru Nishimura, URA, Research Management Office)
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Development of New Recovery Process
for Rhenium from Nickel-based Superalloy
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It is my great honor to receive
this award in the 37th Annual
Meeting of Japanese Society of
Biorheology. The conference
provided an excellent opportunity &=
to share the ideas and discuss the research with other
researchers. My research focused on the prediction of the
hemodynamics in the cerebral circulation system for the
specific individuals. Receiving the award gives me more
motivation on this research field. I would like to express
my sincere thanks to Prof. Oshima for her great patience
and kind guidance. I also would like to thank the co-
authors and lab members for their help and advice.
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Serien Daniela

The University of Tokyo Life L'-'
Science Network Symposium “BIO |
UT 2015”7 (% 50 K24 4 d B 27
Fow b7 =2 O 15 BlH s K
@Bty VARV Y 4) held its
annual meeting for the 15th time at the 27th June 2015 in
Tokyo. It is a great event to experience the facets of life
sciences in the University of Tokyo. Receiving the Royal
Society of Chemistry Integrative Biology Poster Award
for the presentation of my dissertation work encourages
me to pursue my research even further. I would like to
express my deepest gratitude to Prof. Shoji Takeuchi for
patiently and constructively guiding me in my work, and all
lab members for creating a great working atmosphere and
for their support.
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