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e PROMENADE e

From my very childhood I have been so much
intrigued and fascinated with Japan due to books
and movies about this unique country. Not only
culture and traditions seemed to me so much
different from what we had in Russia, but even
everyday lifestyle and food. As I grew up I started
to suspect that you can hardly accidently meet a
samurai while walking in a park in modern Tokyo,
but ever since I wanted to visit Japan.

My dream became true when Professor
Yoshitaka Umeno and my former supervisor in
Russia Sergey Dmitriev kindly offered to do one-
year fellowship in Prof. Umeno’s laboratory in
IIS back in 2010. I was a Ph.D. student and idea
of escaping from Russia in October right before
frosty winter motivated me even more. There
have been so many impressions in first few weeks
since I landed in Narita airport that I could hardly
find time to tell about everything even to my
family. However, such things as people’s kindness,
beautiful nature, traditional food, architecture can
not be expressed in words, one must experience
and see it all. My first year was full of wonderful
memories, such as climbing to Mt. Fuji, visiting
China-town in Yokohama, Hanami parties in Ueno
park and of course very fruitful work. However,
when [ was about to leave I felt that I had touched
just a tip of a big iceberg, called Japan, and there

Eruption of Sakurajima

was so much more underneath to experience
and see that I was not even aware of. And I was
absolutely right.

It took me less than a second, one and a half
year ago, to say “Yes” to Prof. Umeno when he
offered me to join his laboratory as a post-doc
researcher and work together on theoretical
research devoted to performance improvement of
solid oxide fuel cells. My second stay in Tokyo is
so different, because I have to attend numerous
project meetings, which I do enjoy for I meet a
lot of involved famous researchers from other
universities. Moreover, the meetings allow to visit
different parts of Japan. I enjoyed peacefulness of
Kyoto with its unique shrines, have seen eruption
of Sakurajima volcano in Kagoshima, enjoyed
stunning seasides in Naha (Okinawa) . Not
surprisingly that my family having spent recently
two weeks in Japan wanted to stay here much
longer.

Let me conclude my short essay by expressing
deep gratitude to all members of Umeno
laboratory, both present and graduated, who
helped and keep helping me continuously on work
and personal matters, especially Umeno-sensei and
Tsuchida-san. I can not thank you enough.

(GEBEREBM  MEEPIiZEE  FEATZER
Iskandarov Albert)

Photo together with colleagues in Umeno’s group
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