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Heart-Breaking Field Investigation Trip Aomori, Iwate and Miyagi Prefecture

First of all I would like to say my deepest
gratitude to Prof. Junichi Koseki as my advisor and
ADB-JSP scholarship program who funded my study
here in Japan.

I have been here in Japan for almost two years,
but its feel just like yesterday when I first attended my
own graduate school entrance ceremony. I found that it
doesn’t need too much time for me to get use with the
Japanese culture and way of life even though we are
set apart with different race, culture and belief.
Fortunately, that’s the way how I live in Indonesia, the
country where I belongs. I was born and raised where
each region or island has its own culture and race, so
that we can see ourselves through the others who are
different from us. One thing that I regret until now
which I still difficult to follow is Nihon-go. Sometimes
as foreigners we're asking ourselves why Japanese is
not using only Hiragana and Katakana instead of mixing
it with Kanji, it looks cute and simple anyway. I wonder
if that the case, all foreigners must be very happy to
learn Nihon-go. During my period in Japan, I also
learnt that the capacity of hard work, politeness and
selflessness of Japanese people are beyond other
foreign countries can imagine or conduct.

For almost two years, I'm very pleased to have a
chance conducting the research in the University of
Tokyo especially here in Institute of Industrial Science
(ITS). Lab members, technical staffs and professors are
working together very professionally, solving problems,
sharing the information and knowledge. In the IIS, I
belong to Geotechnical Engineering lab where my

research is focus on investigation of long travel/
unlimited failure mechanism of geo-material either
caused by earthquake or rainfall-induced failure.
Unlimited displacement simulation is possible by
conducting on special apparatus so called Ring Shear
apparatus. Ring shear test itself is owned by only
limited number of finest institution in the world and
here in IIS we proudly develop the new series of Ring
Shear apparatus.

One of the most precious but also sad
experiences here in Japan was the recent event of
Great East Japan Earthquake in March 11", 2011. Not
just experiencing the shaking of earthquake itself here
in Tokyo but I also had a chance visiting the aftermath
of Earthquake and Tsunami affected area in Aomori,
Iwate and Miyagi prefecture. That heart-breaking field
investigation trip enables us to watch and experience it
closely how the real devastation was affecting human
life. Actually, those views were only reminding me how
devastated it was when the Great Sumatera Earthquake
and Tsunami struck my own home country which we
suffered much more human casualties. Finally, by our
shared experience that we have endured, I would like
to say something for all of my Japanese friends “Taihen
dakedo, minna isshoni gambarimashoo” or maybe in
English “I know this is very hard, let’s working hard
together.”

Geotechnical Engineering - Koseki Lab
Seto Wahyudi INDONESIA) - M2

Me (second from left) with the University of Tokyo President Junichi Hamada after Indonesian traditional music
performance in 2011 graduation party
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