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RNUS activities

HmEELTETFEREMEE 2— BHEHREE
Worakanchana Kawin

The Regional Network office for Urban Safety
(RNUS) has been found under the cooperation between
ICUS (under supervision of Prof. Taketo Uomoto,
previous director) and Asian Institute of Technology
(AIT) in 2002. Since then, our activities have been
continuously carried out to promote urban safety
engineering and to help building the urban safer
environment using both advanced and local applicable
technologies through the international cooperation in the
Southeast and South Asia region.

During past six years, we have organized eighteen
workshops and seminars to dissimilate latest technology
on urban safety engineering. The participants in the
workshops and seminars come from many government
sectors, universities, NGOs and private companies. The
latest “Workshop on Transportation Researches for
Urban Safety” was held in December 2008 under the
supervision of Prof. Shinji Tanaka. In this workshop, total
ten speakers from Japan, Hong Kong and Thailand gave
lectures to fifty six audiences from Office of Transport
and Traffic Policy and Planning, Royal Thai Survey
Department, Expressway Authority in Thailand and etc.

We also cooperated with the local and international
organizations for technology transferring. Examples
of these activities in the last two years includes the
donation of a MODIS (MODerate resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer)-based hotspot information detection
and distribution system developed by Prof. Yasuoka and

Prof. Takeuchi research group to Geo-Informatics and
Space Technology Development Agency (GISTDA) of
Thailand in September 2007 and the invited lecture given
by Prof. Kimiro Meguro (current ICUS director) at
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) in Thailand to share his
knowledge on urban safety engineering during Expert
Group Meeting on WSIS+5 and emerging issued in Asia
and the Pacific in November 2008.

Moreover, RNUS has participated in ten inter-
national projects regarding urban safety engineeing to
help improving regional urban safety and to gain more
experience in the practical field. At present, we are
working on two projects: 1) Seismic Hazard and
Vulnerability Mapping of Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet
City Corporation Areas and 2) Master Plan for
Earthquakes and Building Collapse Hazard Prevention
and Mitigation in Thailand (Phase I). The first project
was funded by European Commission (EC) and United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) through the
government of Bangladesh and the second was funded
by the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation
(DPM), Thailand. In these two projects, we are dealing
with developing of seismic hazard mapping, surveying of
building and lifeline for constructing the inventories,
developing of building fragility curves and etc.

With our limitted resource, RNUS is currently
trying hard to improve urban safety environment in this
region. There are many urgent issues in different areas
that require the proper technologies. Before ending the
article, RNUS would like to express sincere gratitude to
IIS and ICUS who financially support our activities. Also,
we would like to thank AIT for providing our office
space. Last but not least, we appreciate the editor who
acknowledges our activities and provided the space in
this newsletter. If you have more interest in our activi-
ties, please visit our website at www.set.ait.ac.th/rnus




* PROMENADE -

“From Switzerland to Japan...”

If we take it from the very beginning, my Japanese
adventure started roughly one year ago, probably around
our coffee table at the Laboratory of Biosensors and
Bioelectronics at ETH Ziirich (Switzerland). My advisor
has always encouraged his PhD students to go abroad for a
short stay in another lab, and when he suggested I could
still add an extra project and a few months to my thesis and
visit a foreign lab, there is no way I would have refused. We
came across the activities of the Biohybrid lab (Takeuchi
Sensei) at IIS which in many points seemed complementary
to our research and thus a perfect choice for a short stay. [
will not deny it, besides having research institutions with an
excellent reputation, Japan still remains in many ways a bit
mysterious and surely a fascinating destination. This aspect
only added motivation and curiosity. How can, in this era of
globalization such an industrialized country as Japan be at
the same time so close and so alien to us?

I am thankful to Prof. Takeuchi for welcoming me
in his lab, giving me a unique chance to get an insight into
Japanese research and culture. I have been in Tokyo for 3
months now and, so far, have not regretted it! Time both in
and out of the lab has been flying by with so many new
things to discover and so many new situations to deal with!

At first, I was actually almost surprised to find out that
after all, from an organizational point of view, the laboratory
at IIS and our lab in Switzerland are in many aspects very
similar. Tasks seemed to be distributed between different lab
members and whenever I needed an introduction to a facility
or to an instrument I was directed to a person in charge who
helped me out, exactly as we usually do it at ETH. Only the
fact that most instruments did not seem to have a booking
system and mainly work on a “first come first serve” basis or
on oral agreement did, at the beginning, give me some
trouble being used to plan my experiments based on device
availability. How do 20 people manage to agree on when and
how long to use an instrument without any friction? I still
wonder, but it seems to work!

As in probably any lab in the world, academic life is
punctuated by regular meetings to discuss scientific and
administrative issues. However, this type of event seems to
take a different importance in Japan. At ETH we have
mainly two types of meetings: lab meetings usually take
place every second month and are mainly of administrative
issue but followed by a short scientific part. Here, in few
minutes, we update each other on recent advances or
scientific problems encountered; discussions usually take
place offline afterwards or around a coffee. Project
meetings, e.g. between student and supervisor, are
arranged according to the needs and usually take place on
a more individual basis with people directly involved. In the
Takeuchi Lab, lab meetings are much more frequent and
for sure, much longer than what I am used to - I still
wonder how people manage to stay attentive so many
hours without any break. Here, every student and post-doc
has to present regularly the latest results, which are then
briefly discussed. While being relatively time consuming,
this system promotes without doubts information exchange
within the lab. Other regular meetings seem to include
administrative staff meetings and general student meetings

Skiing at Nosawa Onsen with lab colleagues

while, compared to what I am used to, relatively little time
seems to be invested into more individual discussions.

Japanese have without dispute the reputation of
being hard workers and their long presence hours,
especially in the evening can only confirm this point. In my
home group back in Switzerland, we are given a huge
degree of freedom in terms of working hours and holidays,
motivating us, to my point of view, to be efficient at work. I
still wonder how this would fit to Japanese working habits;
it is hard to judge as a visiting guest. Nevertheless, I should
also point out that Japanese also like to party after work
and I have really enjoyed the several lab parties organized
so far which gave me the unique chance to get to know
better my Japanese colleagues. Although there are some
days where I miss our daily coffee breaks, and our famous
“Friday beers” and the never ending (both scientific and
non-scientific) discussions emerging occasionally, lab
events have highly contributed to make my stay a
memorable one.

It would be unfair to finish this article without
mentioning the well-known Japanese kindness and
politeness but also the welcoming attitude of many people I
have met here. This truly contributes to make one feel
comfortable in such a foreign environment. Small
attentions like an invitation to join for lunch, a simple
explanation or a translated e-mail can actually mean a lot. I
cannot count the number of times I have been helped out
without even asking, on the street, at the restaurant or at
the train station.

I still don’t like this feeling of living in my own
“bubble” without really understanding most of the things
happening around me, together with the constant doubt on
how I am expected to act and react. The language but also
cultural differences undoubtedly are, and will stay, a barrier
in the near future. Nevertheless, step by step things are
getting clearer, my Japanese is improving- at least a bit- and
I hope to be getting a little closer to this incredible culture.
I am truly looking forward to the two more months I will
spend in Tokyo.

(B - EAGRERM A (B) BFZ7E=
SHEIANTSIWEZEH Marta Bally (24 X))
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