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* PROMENADE -

It has been one year and a half since I left Brazil
and came to Tokyo. The weather was really nice when I
got here. It was also cherry blossom season. At the
beginning I was intrigued about how often Japanese talk
about the weather. Soon enough I realized how fast the
weather in Japan changes. In Brazil the difference among
the seasons is not so clear. Brazil is a very large country
but in Belo Horizonte, the city I was raised, the winter is
usually no colder than 15°C and the summer is not as hot
as here in Tokyo because of the low humidity. Here I
had many new experiences. I saw the cherry blossom
and snow for the first time. I also experienced an
earthquake and a typhoon for the first time. Apart from
the natural disasters the nature in Japan is soft and
steady, in contrast with the strong and intense nature of
Brazil.

The food in Japan is based on rice and fish and in
Brazil is based on rice, beans and meat. The Japanese
food is lighter than the Brazilian but both are delicious!
The people of both countries love to go drinking with
friends. The only difference is that in Brazil the beer is
served cold, very cold, between 0-4°C. We like alcohol
so much, that even some cars are moved by alcohol. Our
national drink is called “cachaca”, a kind of shochu made
by sugar cane (around 40% alcohol).

Things that still amaze me are the public
transportation, the security and the education. The
respect for the professor and the investment on
education should be taken as examples at all countries.
Unfortunately my home country is not as rich as Japan
and we still face some problems as a developing country.

But one thing that I can say for sure is that Brazilians are
really friendly and that Brazil is surely a nice place to
visit too.

Now, in Brazil, we are celebrating the centenary
of the Japanese immigration. In June 18 of 1908 the ship
called Kasato Maru left Kobe and arrived in Santos,
Brazil. The ship brought people filled with hope and the
dream of prosperity in a completely different country.
Since this day (that became the National Day of the
Japanese Immigration), the relation between Brazil and
Japan started to grow, and today there are more than
1,228,000 nikkeis living in Brazil, making both countries
much closer than it seems.

(WE - BERIM  AHIZEE KPEBEAE B 14
7 J YV Teixeira, Leandro Augusto Viana

(FA Y29, V7Y Fa 797X+ Y47 F)
teixeira@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp)

.
Kasato Maru, Brazil 1908
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