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* PROMENADE -

I am sure you have heard about Switzerland. It is
where the mountains are high, the lakes blue, and Heidi
and her goats prosper. But, apart from that, Switzerland is
also a place where people live, and some of the things are
not what you might think. Please allow me to give you the
insider’s view of Switzerland.

One thing many Swiss have in common is they do
not necessarily define themselves as ‘Being Swiss’. Nearly
nobody knows the Swiss national hymn by heart, and many
people could not tell you who the current president of
Switzerland is. But apart from that, most Swiss agree that it
is a pretty nice place to live.

Maybe you knew that Switzerland is neutral? Did
you also know they have an army? The jets of the air force
take no more than 3 minutes to fly over the entire country,
and although there is no ocean anywhere near, it is said
that a submarine patrols the lakes. Some of the mountains
are not as massive as they look, but hollowed out and filled
with bunkers and gold reserves. By the way, they have
been arguing for years if they should get rid of the army.

In daily life, Swiss prefer eggs from happy chickens
and steak from cattle that had a nice life. Paying for your
trash is not an unusual thing. Some people actually eat
fondue for breakfast, while others prefer their cheese with

some jam. Even other people
think rabbit meat is very tasty.
But then, being vegetarian is not
unusual either.

Some of the things Swiss
people enjoy doing might seem

strange. For example, cherry- -

stone spitting contests are held in summer. Going skiing in
the middle of summer is another pass-time. When it is
warm enough, there is a movement called “free body
culture”: these are people who prefer wearing no clothes.
And yes, the rivers and lakes are clean enough to go
swimming in, even in the cities. Some more traditional
Swiss sports involve throwing a big rock around, and
surprise, something like sumo. A “hacking board” is not a
weapon, but a traditional music instrument; using a bowl
and a coin to make music is another traditional music form.

As you can see, there is more to it than just the
pretty scenery. Switzerland, like any other place, is more
than what meets the eye- beneath the surface, sometimes
there are some interesting things to be discovered.

*AzaxH ra=y AEBKEE Y ¥ —
e () B AAEAWIWIZER  Andrea Laine
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