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The land of Yonsama

* PROMENADE -

One of the puzzling, even mysterious, social
phenomena that took place last year was the popularity of
Korean dramas that are represented by “Winter sonata” in
Japan. A Japanese newspaper recently chose Bae Yong-joon’s
nickname “Yonsama”, who has captured the hearts of many
women in neighboring countries as well as Japan, as the
hottest keyword of 2004. In fact, to many Japanese, Korea
meant little more than just a developing country, war or
possibly Korean food kimchi until the arrival of this Yonsama
fever. Some Japanese said that “Winter sonata” reminded
them of nostalgia for bygone days and gave an opportunity to
think over many aspects of Korean people and culture.

I was born in Kyongbuk, Korea in the same year
when Yonsama was. I may be not the only one who is
wondering why and how long the Korean wave will last.
Certainly, “Winter sonata” has improved the Japanese public’s
view of Korea according to a recent survey by NHK. As far as
I can see, it is just one of those sentimental love stories. I
doubt Yonsama fever would bring substantial change in
Japan’s relation with Korea but believe the effects could be
positive. As do practically this sort of TV soap operas and
actors, I personally think that “winter sonata” and Mr. Bae
will be completely forgotten by Japanese in a few years.
However, Korea and Japan can turn this remarkable
development, born of a single TV drama, into an opportunity

to step up their mutual understand-
ing.

Even when I came Japan for
my doctoral course about 4 years
ago, in fact, many Koreans disliked,
even hated Japanese recklessly
owing to their memories of the harsh
colonial years. The feeling, of course,
is mutual. Japanese tended to look down on or despise
Koreans as a backward people. In these days, however, the
two countries have worked out many agreements, promising

to work together, especially in such areas as cultural
exchanges in order to promote mutual understanding.
Furthermore, they have established more friendly relation
through co-hosting the football World Cup in 2002. I would
like to say that the present Korean wave did not arise from
such a drama or actor but arise from their long struggle for
improvement of relation. Although it was not appeared so
much externally, for a quite long time, two nations have tried
to tide over their historical adversity and open their mind
each other without being discouraged. Whatever the reason, I
as a Korean resident in Japan sincerely hope that the current
Korean boom will become a lasting link between the two
countries and anticipate seeing another Yonsama.
(GLBERIBM LW BIF  Byeung-Gun NAM)
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