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 PROMENADE -

I came to Japan in 1997 from Hochiminh City of
Vietnam. Since then, I have been doing research at IIS
until now, except the one-year period from October 2002
to September 2003 when I was working at Tokyo Electric
Power Services Co. Ltd.

I have gained a lot of experiences during my stay
in Japan, but the most impressive thing, from the
viewpoint of a university lecturer like me, is the
collaborative research activities in Japan, especially at
the Institute of Industrial Science, the University of
Tokyo.

I have seen many visiting researchers from
industrial institutions at my laboratory and other
laboratories in IIS as well. Many of them became my
friends and we are still in touch. On the other hand,
many times I see researchers of IIS going to companies
to carryout collaborative research works. The connection
between academic institutions like IIS of Tokyo
University and practical worlds is so good and I think
both sides benefit a lot from this. This kind of thing is
still very rare in our country and very few people
recognize the need for doing collaborative researches.

As I mentioned above, I used to work at a
Japanese company. Although the period is not that long,
but it is long enough to understand more about the
above-mentioned relationship. During my time at the
company, I found more research topics and learned
more about the responsibility of researchers in solving

matters, in practical world. I
heard from a professor of IIS
that “it is the responsibility of
the university to perform
leading research activities and
to find suitable and effective
ways to realize their findings in
actual applications.” I com-
pletely agree with this comment.

During my stay in Japan, I have attended many
domestic scientific conferences in the field of civil
engineering. In those conferences, one may expect to
meet mostly researchers from academic institution, but it
is very common to see many company researchers as
either presenter or chairman of a session. In some cases,
researchers at companies and university are co-authors
of a paper as a result of collaborative research between
them.

I am so impressed and highly evaluate the
collaborative research activities at IIS and hope that I can
promote collaborative activities between the university
and industrial institutions in my future in my country. I
believe that collaborative research has been the driving
force for the development of Japan in the past, the
present and the future.

[

Phan Huu Duy Quoc, Ph. D.
JSPS Postdoctoral Research Fellow
Uomoto, Kishi, Kato Laboratory
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