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Coming from a developing country of Vietnam, I
am very impressed with the advanced technology level of
Japan and the huge amount of government investment to
educational institutions. The University has well-
equipped labs, up-to-date library with easy access, which
enable professors and students to conduct state-of-the-art
researches, especially in the high-tech areas. In addition
to government funding, I have seen a growing number of
research projects funded by private sectors. The
traditionally close connection between IIS with industry,
I believe, significantly motivates, diversifies and
facilitates the practicality of academic researches. To me,
it is a very bright point of the Japanese academic
institutions, as I haven’t seen a similar feature in several
countries I had been studying and working so far, while
for my country it may still be a “dream” for quite
sometime. I also like the idea of the annual Open House
of the Institute, where the introduction of research
activities to a wide audient could bring awareness,
understanding and support of the highly educated
ordinary peoples. I was very impressed when a teacher
of my Japanese language class told me she comes and
enjoys the IIS Open House every year. During my stay I
could observe the growing international community at
the IIS including visiting professors, researchers, and
students from all countries over the world. And I had
many chances to interact with some of them during
scientific seminars, social events or even on daily basis.

To say the truth, before coming to Japan I had
very limited knowledge of Japan (except for the popular
Japanese industrial products). However, days by days I
have explored different Japan, a country with 4 seasons

* PROMENADE -

My experience in Tokyo

and beautiful and well-protected
environment. While enjoying
walking in various clean and
beautiful mountainous areas
of Japan, I appreciate the
awareness, attitude and efforts
of Japanese people toward
environment and could see a
desirable future in example of
Japan for developing countries such as mine. Japan is, in
fact, a very safe country with a very good social
infrastructure and very polite, kind and diligent people
from all walks of life. I am especially impressed by the
young spirit of Japanese people and many times, I could
see the eagerness in learning something new, be it
painting, photographing or even skiing, of aged people.
May be that is one of the secrets of Japanese longevity.

Thanks to the family-like care and kindness of
Yasuoka-sensei, Fujino-san and Motojima-san, I with my
family could settle in Tokyo quickly, work and enjoy life
here despite language and cultural barriers. I had 4
productive years at the IIS engaging in various research
projects, acquiring new knowledge and technology that
applied in my area and traveling to many countries in the
world to present papers. All activities, both work-wise
and life-wise in Tokyo, are quite valuable experiences for
my future career and fond memories, which I will
treasure for many years to come.

(TRAN Hung JST/IIS Post-doc Researcher
Yasuoka Lab)
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Way of life at AIT

MHARLZe THEEMELE 2 —
Dutta Dushmanta

Located in the outskirts of Bangkok, the Asian
Institute of Technology is a truly Asian institute with
students and staff from almost all the Asian countries. It
is a graduate level institute with four schools of study.
AIT has an amazingly different working style than that
of IIS. Most of the staff and all the students live inside the
institute campus, which is of about 4 Acres. There is no
hassle of riding overcrowded morning train. The
distance from campus residence to office buildings are
only a few hundred meters, still everyone rides a bicycle
to go to office. Those who stay outside the campus use
either own car or staff bus to come to the campus. The
office hour at AIT starts from 7:30a.m. After getting of
used to 10a.m. starting time at IIS, it was refreshing to
have an early morning office schedule. There is a plenty
of time to do something very useful with a fresh mind in
the morning half. At IIS, by the time I finish checking
my e-mails and other schedules, etc., it already becomes
lunch time. Another striking difference at AIT is the
official closing time of 3:30p.m. The staff buses bring
back those who stay outside the campus sharply at
3:40p.m. and that brings a quiet afternoon to the campus.
It gives a plenty of time for the staff to do own activities

at home.

Life inside the campus is truly a campus life with
all the facilities from shopping to dining to drinking to
playing. Inside the campus, the staff and students from
different countries have their own associations, which
organize various community and socio-cultural activities
for their communities. I had a chance to attend the
“Welcome show” arranged by the AIT Student Union
for the new students in the August semesters. The new
students of different countries participated in the event
under the banners of their AIT communities. The new
comers put a very impressive show with many talented
performances. It also gave an opportunity to the campus
people to get out of the stress of hard academic and

research works.

AIT has a very deep attachment with Japan.
Japan has been strongly supporting it for long time.
Through JICA, Japan regularly sends visiting faculty to
AIT. IIS signed an official MoU with AIT in 2001 and
since then there have been several collaborative
research activities going on between these two
institutes. As a part of this collaboration, the Regional
Network of Office for Urban Safety (RNUS) was
established by ICUS last year at the School of Civil
Engineering of AIT. I have been at AIT as a visiting
faculty from August 2003 to coordinate the research

activities of RNUS. In addition, I have been also involved

in academic activities of the Water Engineering and
Management (WEM) Program of the School of Civil
Engineering of AIT.

Some of the new students of
WEM program of AIT during their
welcome party.
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