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* PROMENADE -

SEE JAPAN THROUGH MY EYES

Land of rising sun, sumo wrestling and best
technology products; these are the few notions which I
had before coming to Japan. “Sayonara” was the only
Japanese language word which was retained in my
memory from an Indian movie song, heard some years
back. A book titled as “Japan as Number One” which was
addressing the issues about the social fabric of society
rather than everyday lifestyle. This was all what I knew
about Japan before arriving here. That limited
knowledge helped me in having an unlimited desire to
know about Japan.

The first few days were very exciting for me,
though a bit confusing sometimes, as I was to learn a
different set of greetings, manners and style of living.
The feeling of being an alien was, however, over in a few
days as I got accustomed to the life. The best aspect of
the life which I have experienced in Japan is that it is
hassle free. For example, I am still to experience a power
break down though I am in Japan for about one and a
half year and have already experienced three typhoons.

Transportation system is the first thing, which
everyone experiences out of a whole lot of conveniences
of life in Japan. The network of public transport is simply
wonderful. The public transport is everywhere and
frequent. People utilize the network to its full capacity. It
was a new experience for me to travel on the Ginza Line
for the first time in the morning peak hour when it is
moving at a two minutes frequency and still I had to wait
on the stairs and I only managed to get into the jam
packed train after three of them had already passed
before my eyes. But I am still not able to understand why
the trains don’t work round the clock. Perhaps, it is a
government plan for the people to get some rest as it is
the fear of last train which prompts many people to leave
their workplaces and if there is no last train, perhaps
nobody will leave the workplace — just joking.

Politeness of Japanese people is remarkable.
They look very cool even sometimes when the language
problem creates very embarrassing situations while
talking with foreigners who don’t know Japanese.
Another inspiring aspect of Japanese people’s lives is
their physical fitness and love for sports and other
related activities. Even in their hectic work schedule,
they always keep some time for such activities. I have
seen a very small number of people here whose fitness is
not remarkable.

The weather of Japan is excellent. From the
chilling cold of January with a great New Year welcome
to mild weather of April distinctly marked by the white
cherry blossoms to hot sweltering months of July and
August known for the “Hanabi’fireworks festival to the

yellow colored leaves falling on
pathways in November remind-
ing the arrival of autumn, every
season is distinct and has
something special attached to
it. The most enjoyable seasons
for me are the autumn and
winter as I like the yellow col-
ored pathways in autumn and I specially go to the Hongo
campus in November to walk on those yellow colored
patches of land. In winter season, I like the mild snowfall
of Tokyo. For a person like me who spent his prior life in
a part of world where temperatures reach the highs of 48
Celsius in summer season, snowfall is not less than an

obsession.

Whenever industrial progress is mentioned, the
first country which flashes in the mind is Japan. Japan
and technology products are considered synonyms.
Usually it is thought that industrial revolution comes at
the expense of the social and moral values of a society
but after visiting Japan, one needs to change his opinion
as here we see a balance between the rich social values
and technology. The cultural heritage and industrial
progress looks to be going hand in hand.

While moving in the downtown of Tokyo, one
thinks perhaps the whole of Japan looks like this but you
need to move to some places out of Tokyo to see the
other side of picture. The countryside is very quite and
calm as compared to hustle and bustle of Tokyo. I have
only visited a few places out of Tokyo but those were in
direct contrast to Tokyo. The scale of other cities is very
small as compared to Tokyo and life looks to be moving
in slow motion when compared to Tokyo. Sometimes, I
think that infrastructure of Tokyo is overgrown. I don’t
know if there is any space to put another subway line on
its map.

Student life in University of Tokyo seems to be
very easy going as everything is properly taken care of
by the university administration. Before closing, I would
like to say some words about the place where I am
working, Institute of Industrial Science (IIS). I have
spent about a year and a half here and enjoyed a lot. The
working environment is best here but in the beginning I
felt some problems in adjusting as IIS lacks student life. I
think I felt this problem more as my undergraduate
university was a hub of student activities. After some
time when I got adjusted, it was also an enjoyable
experience for me.

(Shamas ul Islam Bajwa, Master’s candidate,
Kuwahara Lab.)
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