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* PROMENADE -

It has already been eight years since I had my first
sip of green tea that I mistakenly took for as “warm melon
juice” because of its color. How fast time flies! Having raw
fish and “natto” for meals were unimaginable for me the
time I first arrived. Surprisingly, not only have I learned to
really enjoy the food (and “Nihonshu” as well) but more
importantly, appreciate the culture, speak the language and
admire the people.

But while I have embraced Japan as my “second
home” still, I always look forward to my next trip back
home, the Philippines. Although much has been said
about the economic, political and peace situation, there is
still so much beauty to unravel if only we have the luxury
of time and the right company of people. Allow me to take
this opportunity to give you a glimpse of what it is back
home.

Imagine yourself relaxing on pristine beach with
fine white sand, the ripples of the clear waters soothing
your senses while stress is gradually being drifted away by
the gentle breeze and the warmth of the sun brushing on
your skin restores vitality and rejuvenates. The Filipinos
could enjoy the beach almost practically the whole year
round except during the rainy season (June to August) and
between December and February when it is relatively cold.
Whatever the time of the year it may be, a trip to the beach
is what I always look forward to my every homecoming.

Blessed with about 7,107 islands, each one offers a
different experience. While most of the islands are
inhabited, some remain isolated. There are islands suited
for fishing, surfing or diving, others for swimming and
some to simply relax while enjoying the breathtaking
sunset. Not only do we take pride in our fascinating
beaches but also the equally enchanting rain forests (with
exotic flora and rare fauna), waterfalls, hot springs and
mountain ranges. There are also volcanoes and one of
them is a volcano within a lake! That is why we
occasionally have earthquakes, both volcanic and tectonic.
Typhoons likewise visit the Philippines. Some of the
typhoons we have in Japan were born in the Philippines
and brought to Japan as presents!

Aside from the fact that eating has always been a
pleasure for me, I could easily adapt to Japanese food
because we share the same staple food - rice. The bodies
of water surrounding the country provide an ample supply

of seafood but seldom served
raw because it is warm the
whole year round. With only an
hour drive from Manila, I can
feast on a variety of fresh
tropical fruits at a very reason-

able price (for example: melon

or pineapple for only 20 yen or

even less). Whenever I eat bananas in Japan, I miss the
bananas we have - about 10 (or more) varieties to choose
from and some of which we even grow in our own garden!

Our history reveals that we have been a colony of
different cultures and for this reason, it is easy for us to
adjust to different people and situations. English is the
medium of instruction from elementary to college so it is
widely spoken. Tagalog words and names have Spanish
origin, and likewise some of the dishes. There are also
words of Japanese origin. We refer to the mosquito coil
(mosquito killer) as “katol” from the Japanese
“katolisenko”. There are also words pronounced similar to
Japanese words but with an entirely different meaning.
For example, the word “inay” which means “mother” is
pronounced exactly as the Japanese word “\» 72 \»”
meaning absent .

A significant influence of the past is our love for
family and respect for the members - family is a priority.
My own family is closely knit and every homecoming is a
happy reunion filled with joy and peace. Times may be
hard but there will always be comfort in the love and
warmth shared by everybody. A smile is freely given to
everybody to brighten the day. Although I have gotten
used to living in Japan, occasional attacks of homesickness
and with the stresses in the daily struggles of life, a phone
call to my family is a sure solace enough to provide
encouragement and inspiration to persevere.

Recent news has not been encouraging but surely,
there are a thousand reasons why we remain to call our
country - paradise. Ah, there really is no place like home!

W& - e WPaiRE BT
by Maria Carmelita Z. Kasuya)
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