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Sciencescope: a French-speaking island in Japan

Since the middle of November 2001, in addition to my work
an assistant-researcher of CIRMM (Ffflg~4 7 a x4 b
=7 AEEMGEE ~ ¥ —) atllS, I decided to become the
vice-president of Sciencescope: a volunteers’ association that
is well known among the francophone (i.e. French-
speaking) in Japan. I think it is a bit hard for most of people
to know this association. So, let me introduce you
Sciencescope.

This association was established in 1993 and regroups some
of the francophones who came to Japan to do a Ph.D, an
engineer, a master, or a post-doc. Nowadays, around 200
persons belong to Sciencescope and are living in all over
Japan and also in Europe or America (old members who are
working in France or abroad). Most of the members belong
to the scientific domains like informatics, chemistry,
mathematics, architecture, aeronotics, robotics etc... About
25% belong to the environment, science and earth science
field. The rest 11% belong to the sciences field.

The objectives of Siencescope are first of all to create
develop the links between the francophone researchers who
come to Japan for one or several years. Actually, people who
have lived abroad know that it is very helpfull and
sometimes essential to be able to communicate with
persons who come from the same part of the earth and who
is living a similar experience. The members belong to a
mailing list, and through e-mails they can share in French
their experience, communicate and exchange ideas.

Second objective is to inform and to help the students
researchers who would like to come to Japan. The web-site
gives a lot of very good information on how to come to and
live in Japan.

Finally, its objective is also to enhance the value of the
scientific and cultural Japanese experience in the French or
francophone laboratories and companies.

Sciencescope's daily activity is the exchange of and opinions

over Japan by e-mail. Other than
that, it organizes a conference

called ‘Day of Science and

Technology’ a year around 11
November. In this conference, "

many researchers in the different ; ? 4

domains make presentation on "l'/ .

what they are doing in Japan.

There is also a dinner party (in the

French embassy!) where they =i
frlendly talk on the daily life in Japan, the impression and
opinion.

Now as I introduced you Sciencescope, I will explain you
why I wanted to have a role in this association. It is now
three years since I began living and working in Japan. I got
married with a Japanese researcher. Because I have some
experience of life and work here, I would like to do
something for the improvement of the links between
Japanese and French (and francophones). Through the
structure of Sciencescope, I can do something in order to
help French or francophones who come to Japan to perform
a very rich human, scientific and cultural experience.

As a conclusion, I could say that Sciencescope welcomes
with a great pleasure all of the francophones: if you know
some (even little) French and if you want to participate to
this association, do not hesitate! Visit the web-site:
http://www.sciencescope.org. If you are a francophone
Japanese, you will be twice welcome: you can help us to
know better your own culture.
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