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Things about 11IS/Seiken to wonder about

Introduction

I am a third year doctoral student in Professor Konagai’s
Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering Laboratory
researching the effects of large fault movements on
overlying soil deposits and superstructures. Specifically I am
implementing/developing a fairly new numerical method
called material point method or particle in cell FEM. It is
based on the “normal” FEM but allows for very large
deformations make very useful for many earthquake
geotechnical problems were large soil movements are
involved e.g. landslides, soil liquefaction.

Before having the great opportunity to live and study in
Japan, I obtained a second masters degree at the University
of Washington in Seattle. After that I worked for a couple of
months in the United States. I also have a master’s degree
from KTH, Stockholm in my home country Sweden. KTH is
also known as Royal Institute of Technology.

Having spent almost two years now in the nice new
buildings in IIS, there are from my viewpoint I have some
questions and opinions.

Saving Energy

Being Swedish I am used to very well isolated buildings to
save energy and reduce the cost for heating and cooling.
The IIS buildings are very new buildings but as I
understand there is not very much of isolation, thus a lot of
energy is needed to heat the rooms in winter and cool them
in summer. Furthermore, being a very new building, I think

it would be more economical to install a
central heating/cooling system instead
of separate air conditioners in each
room. Perhaps it will change in the
future.

Security

Recently I forgot my entrance card in the lab and could not
get into the building, I thought. It turned out that with a
simple trick I was able to open a locked door. Considering
that there are several hundreds of millions yens worth of
equipment inside the buildings, such security hole should
be improved promptly to prevent intrusion to and possible
theft from the laboratories at IIS.

There are more things I wonder about but these two
occurred to me as the most important ones. If you wonder
about something about me or my home country Sweden,
please don't hesitate to drop me a line at my e-mail address
below.

Finally I would like to express my appreciation for the
financial support by Monbukagakushou allowing me to do
interesting research here at IIS. I have learned a lot of
things since coming to Japan.

Jorgen Johansson : jorgen@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp

(NI - AR5 NEIIESE KEBZ4E Jorgen JOHANSSON)
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