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TOPICS
RCA-IIS Tokyo Design Lab X Kobayashi Lab x Matsudo City - An interactive

installation at the Tokyo Gaikan Expressway Matsudo IC Opening Event.

The Tokyo Gaikan Expressway Matsudo Interchange
was open to traffic in June 2018 after 50 years of
construction. The expressway is a national beltway
that connects the greater Tokyo area. To celebrate
the opening of the expressway and the interchange,
an opening event was held on May 12th, 2018.

As a featured exhibit, an interactive installation named
“The Future Tunnel” was created by The RCA -
IIS Tokyo Design Lab inside one of the expressway
tunnels. It was based on research and technology
from Kobayashi Lab at the CSIS - Centre for Spatial
Information Science - University of Tokyo.

The Future Tunnel connects and visualizes the
voices of the tunnel visitors and a live sound feed of
nature and wildlife from a forest in Yamanakako. The
connection to the forest is implemented via Tele Echo
Tubes (TET) which not only receive the sounds from
nature but also send the voices of the visitors to the
forest to enable interaction with wildlife and mountain
echoes. To make the experience more immersive blue
skies and forest trees are projected onto the ceiling
of the tunnel. The chirping sounds generate vibrant

images of birds as they fly across the ceiling. The
voices of the visitors are also visualized as virtual
sound particles that emerge and diffuse.

During the event, science talks were carried out
by the project scientists, designers, and director, to
enable the public to learn more and ask questions
about the research and the process of creating the
installation.

We believe that in future cities, technologies such as
IoT (internet of things) and Al (artificial intelligence)
can be connected with nature in new ways to enable
societies better coexistence with the environment.

Credits:

Technology: Hill HKobayashi and Daisuke Shimotoku
(Center for Spatial Information Science) Design: Yuri
Klebanov and Kota Isobe (RCA-IIS Tokyo Design
Lab) Director: Yoko Shimizu Project support: 0! and
Matsudo City Tourism Association

Yuri Klebanov
Project Researcher, RCA-IIS Tokyo Design Lab

Future Tunnel Project Team
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“The Future Tunnel” installation Diagram
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With great pleasure we announce that we will be
holding our annual international exchange event, Komaba
Research Campus International Day 2018 on October
4. This year's event, aimed at enhancing friendship and
mutual understanding among the diverse IIS and RCAST
community, will feature WADAIKO (Japanese drum) show
along with a competition involving cultural presentations
and performances. We welcome you to join us on this
day to share your different cultures and experiences with
fellow campus members. There will also be a social get-
together offering international dishes after the event. We
look forward to seeing you at the event.

Chairperson of the Steering Committee
Yoshiho IKEUCHI

Details
Date : Thursday, October 4, 2018 from 3:30pm to 7:30pm
Venue : ENEOS Hall, RCAST
Admission : Free
Contact : Intemnational Relations Section, Ext. 56005 (Cw204)

kokusai@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
*This event is planned for IIS and RCAST members and their families.
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Good days in Japan

It was a great chance to meet Japanese professors
at the Egypt-Japan University of Science and
Technology (EJUST) in Egypt, since I am a PhD
student at EJUST. Fortunately, one rule of the PhD
program at EJUST is that the student can travel to
Japan and spend up to nine months at a Japanese
university for doing some research work. Working in
the field of vibration energy harvesting has led me
to read a lot of papers in this field. One day I was
reading a paper about vibration energy harvesting
and I found that, the authors are from The University
of Tokyo. I think I was lucky to find this paper from
K. Nakano lab.

After that, I told my professor in Egypt, Associate
professor Samy Assal, about Nakano sensei and they
are working in the same field of our research. My
Professor contacted Nakano sensei to host me at his
lab at the IIS and Nakano sensei accepted to host me
for eight months at the IIS as an internship student.

First, it was difficult to adapt with the life in Tokyo
specially train lines which are tangled, however my
first days at K. Nakano lab was very nice because
everyone offers help and the secretary of the lab Ms.
Atsuko Hasegawa helped me a lot to start my stay at
the IIS. I was happy to be between the members of
this lab and to find the equipment and tools needed
for my experimental work available and to fabricate
designed parts at the workshop with the help of Dr.
T. Kaizuka.

Because of the support of Nakano sensei and all the
members of the lab, I found the life very easy. Regarding
the daily life, despite I can not speak Japanese, I can
go everywhere and buy any thing easily because
the Japanese people treat you well and exert good
efforts to help you. It is clear from the first moment
that Tokyo is a beautiful and very clean city. I visited
the most energetic places in Tokyo like Shibuya and
Shinjuku which have big malls, restaurants and coffee
shops. Finally, I hope I can come to Japan again and
again for research and tourism.

Abdelhameed ZAYED, EJUST, EGYPT
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