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s PROMENADE -

Broadcasting from Japan - An enthralling experience

I am a PhD student in Sezaki Laboratory. I would
like to express my deep gratitude to Professor
Kaoru Sezaki for supporting me both academically
and mentally ever since I stepped in Japan. Today I
am going to share with you my experience as a part-
time announcer in Radio Japan NHK World.

NHK World offers radio services in 18 different
languages including Japanese. The same news and
programs are translated in different languages and
broadcasted in shortwave band worldwide and also
in FM bands in respective countries. I always
longed to join NHK for two reasons. First, my
family and friends in Bangladesh would be able to
hear my voice on regular basis and second, the
payment is insanely high compared to other part-
time jobs that students undertake. However, I could
never track any opening in the Bengali department
of NHK, the one which operates in my native
language. Well, I had to wait for four years. It was
a mere coincidence that the advertisement caught
my eyes in mid January this year, only a couple of
days prior to the deadline for application.

On the day of interview, I appeared at NHK with a
premonition. I soon found myself trapped in a
crowded conference room full with candidates. The
rumor was that NHK will hire only one person and
everyone was talking about why he/she should not
be the one and how others had better prospects
than him/her. Anyway, we had to go through
translation tests, voice tests and interview. After
six hours when I was coming out of NHK building, I
felt totally drained.

A few weeks later I received an email from NHK.
With much trepidation I clicked on it. My eyes
frantically looked for the possible phrases ‘we
regret to inform’ or ‘we are glad to announce’
With a rush of adrenaline, I could locate the later.

Each department of NHK radio has two specialists
who are normally government officers from
respective countries who work for their national
radios. The three of us who received the

preliminary selection had to go through month-long
rigorous training sessions conducted by the
specialists of NHK' s Bengali department. It was a
sheer humiliation to find out how little I knew about
my mother tongue. We had to translate news written
in English to Bengali. I could comprehend
everything written in the original news, but fumbled
to translate due to lack of vocabulary in Bengali. At
times, I could even come up with the corresponding
Japanese words, but Bengali words eluded me. On
top of that was the mortification of misspelling.
Like Kanji, in Bengali we have several letters
which sound similar. One has to know, which one to
use for which word. Lack of practice for long time
had attenuated my senses. However, as the sessions
progressed, I could feel them all coming back. The
only consolation during that period was that my
fellow participants were in no good shape than I
was.

On April 4, my voice was on air for the first time.
For the first couple of times I had problems
controlling my nerves. Especially, whenever the
sign marked ‘On Air’ flashed red, I felt suffocated.
Luckily that feeling did not last long, and I am now
quite facile in handling the situation.

Working for NHK is fun. It requires very little
involvement which gives me ample time to
concentrate in my studies. It is probably the best
part-time job for a doctoral student.

(R - =L 27 b a =2 2 AR HE
Muhammad Asif Hossain Khan)
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s PROMENADE -

In June 2012, I had the chance to visit the Institute
of Industrial Science(IIS) for a 90 days research
internship at the lab of Professor Yoshitaka Umeno.
The short trip was part of my last year of study at
the University of Erlangen-Niirnberg in Germany,
where I am enrolled in the Master's program
Advanced Materials and Processes.

The motivation for my travel was derived from my
fascination with Asia on the one hand and my
preoccupation with Molecular Dynamics simulation
on the other hand. I was very excited when
Professor Umeno and my advisor in Erlangen,
Professor Erik Bitzek, offered me to merge these
two interests by partaking in a research project at
the IIS regarding the mechanical instability of
nanostructures. It was a very rewarding trip in both
regards.

Tokyo, with its bustling and restless activity and its
monumental city region stands in stark contrast to
the more rural part of Germany, where I live. I
greatly enjoyed the diverse attractions of the city,
such as the Tokyo Tower, Odaiba island or the
summer fireworks. I was also impressed by the
efficient municipal transport system, which renders
cars, something which Germans tend to be very fond
of, somewhat obsolete.

With regards to research, I found the lab structure
of the institute to be very interesting. I think it
provides a very diverse research environment. In
my home institution, there are no labs in this sense.
Research is rather structured into larger
departments, which are subdivided into chairs or
institutes, such as the Institute for General
Materials Properties, with which I am affiliated.
The focus of my project in Professor Umeno's lab
was to examine instabilities in nanoscale structures
with the ASIA method for Molecular Statics. In
this method, the eigenspectrum of a nanostructure,
e.g. a thin film, is simulated to predict plastic
deformation by defect nucleation. In crystalline
samples, this might be a partial dislocation, for
example.

The data obtained during my project indicates that
the eigenvalue spectrum not only contains
information on the defect which is to be formed, but
also on other, latent, defects which may be activated
in subsequent deformation steps. We also made
some interesting observations regarding the

evolution of eigenvalues with strain, which we are
now trying to relate to theoretical considerations.
The results were presented in the form of a poster
at the IUMRS-ICEM conference in Yokohama and
are planned to be published as a research paper.

In conclusion, I am very grateful for having had the
chance to do an internship at the IIS. Furthermore,
I am happy that Professor Umeno and Professor
Bitzek have taken the opportunity to initiate an
exchange agreement between our two institutions.

(FERRERE IR Wolfram Noring)
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