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* PROMENADE -

Javanese Oddity

Hopefully the title has caught your attention and
you are reading further to find more misspellings by a
graduate student of Tokyo University. In fact, “Javanese”
is not a misspelling of “Japanese” but the term describ-
ing something originated from Java, Indonesia, where 1
was born.

A few weeks ago, while watching a Jack Nicholson’s
movie, a conversation about “Kopi Luwak” was engaged
by the actors. Kopi Luwak is an exotic kind of coffee. In
Indonesian language, Kopi means coffee and Luwak is a
name of a raccoon-like animal (Asian Palm Civet or
Paradoxurus Hermaphroditus). The name of the coffee is
derived from the fact that this animal likes eating tropical
fruits including coffee berries. These coffee berries are
then digested in a very natural way except for the inner
coffee bean, which is defecated almost intact by the
animal. The Javanese natives discovered that after
washing and recovering coffee beans from this waste, a
delicious beverage can be prepared from this chemically
enhanced coffee. According those who have paid a large
sum of money to have a cup, the taste is beyond this
world, so good. Demand is high and production is low,
only a few hundred kilograms are produced per year as
the monkey-bears are not so many in the tropical forests
of Indonesia. Next time, before buying a cheap pseudo-
coffee in a chain coffee-shop better enjoy a kopi luwak
and expand your senses and mind to the next level.

Talking about precious things from Indonesia,
world’s largest archipelago, will not be completed without
talking about the food. One of its regions called Padang
(capital of Sumatra Island) has produced spicy food for
more than 200 million Indonesian people. Its secret is in

the fresh and natural
ingredients. You can
mention all spices you
know and I believe
they will remain in
this Padang food. I
will introduce one of
Padang food that real-
ly I recommend you
to try. It is called
“Beef Rendang”. This
dish is a red-brown
thick curry made from
ginger, galangal, tur-
meric, lemongrass,
chili peppers, tamarind and coconut milk as the secret
ingredient. The long waiting that one must withstand

while cooking Rendang is worth every microsecond. I
have cooked this dish for social gatherings among non-
Indonesian friends and the impression has always been
the same, tears of joy (from the spicy chili peppers), but
their ultimate goal was to finish it all. Indonesian cuisine
is rich in tastes and variety, even for Indonesian people. I
consider Rendang is one of the most unique recipes in
the world that competes face to face to Indian Curry and
Mexican Mole.

I really hope this writing has made you curious to
try some exotic things from Indonesian. I may suggest
you to search for Indonesian festivals and also a good
opportunity is on the University of Tokyo student
festival.

(WE - BRERERM HILWIEE Bh 24
Petty Sukarsaatmadja (f ¥ FAX T 7))
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Almost 10 years have passed since I came to Japan as
a research student. I am very grateful for the support I
have received from the many people within and outside
of IIS during this decade, without which I would not
have reached my current position. Dealing with geohaz-
ards we try to quantify as much as possible of geological
processes, mainly landslide and tectonic fault induced
large soil deformations, as to help in reconstruction and
improving geotechnical design. In the field we use
different tools such as laser range meters, GPS, infrared
cameras, Lidar, borings etc, and in the lab we do finite
element analysis and data processing of digital elevation
models. We are involved in activities both within and
outside of Japan.
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SEIKEN INTERNATIONAL GARDEN PARTY 2008
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kokusai@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
5% 8 18 ¥B © http://www.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/iisonly/jimubu/kokusai/
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For the purpose of promoting friendship among the
researchers, staff and students from abroad and in Japan,
IIS is planning to have a festivallike get-together party,
“SEIKEN INTERNATIONAL GARDEN PARTY” in the
similar way as the last year’s one. Based on the last
year’s experience, we hope to have not only food-serving
but also some displays, exhibits and performance to show
your country’s culture for the purpose of making more
mutual cultural communication exchange. Please join us.

Akiyoshi Sakoda
Chairperson of the Steering Committee of the
“SEIKEN INTERNATIONAL GARDEN PARTY”

Details
Date : Thursday, October 23, 2008 from 4:00pm to 6:00pm
Place : “University Square” in Komaba I Research Campus

Contact: International Relations Section ext. 56005 (Cw204)
kokusai@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
More precise info.: http://www.iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp/iisonly/jimubu/
kokusai/
% This event is planned for the IIS members and their families.
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