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My name is Pat Yeh. I am a Taiwanese. I received my PhD.
degree in the field of Hydrology and Hydrometeorology at
MIT. After graduation, I have worked at the University of
Hong Kong for three years as a research assistant professor,
and at the University of California, Irvine for two years as
a project scientist. The goal of my research is to seek a better
understanding of the fundamental hydrological and atmos-
pheric processes and mechanisms, and their mutual inter-
actions governing the water and energy cycle over a wide
spectrum of spatial and temporal scales. Recently I am
particularly interested in the assessment of the impact of
climate change on the water resources.

I am very happy to have this great opportunity to work
in Tokyo University as a special-appointed associate professor.
It is especially wonderful to work under the Professor Oki’s
leadership. I will try my best in conducting valuable original
research. Meanwhile, I just begin to learn Japanese and
hope I will be able to communicate in Japanese soon.

I come to here wish to fulfill my two lifetime dreams -
career and family.

Hope both can come true.
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Peru, where I come from, has a long tradition of
bilateral relations with Japan. It was the first country in
Latin America to establish diplomatic relations with Japan
in 1873. In 1999, the “100 years of Japanese Immigration
to Peru” was largely celebrated. Today, approximately
80,000 Japanese descendents live in Peru. It is therefore
no surprise that I had many good friends, at school and
the university, who were “nisei/sansei” or second/third
generation Japanese descendents. At Lima where I grew
up, there is a Japanese Cultural Center where many
Japanese cultural elements, such as origami, tea ceremony,
bonsai, and others, are introduced to the interested
people, including myself.

When I left Peru for Japan in 1998, I thought that
I had a pretty good idea of where I was heading to. After
arriving in Japan I realized that my view was very narrow.
What I found was a place where high technology and
order coexist in harmony with strong traditions and a
love for art and nature. I also found a society which was
very different from the one I grew up in. Latin American
people are talkative and easy-going. There is no party,
that can be called so, unless there is dancing. In Japan,
people are quieter and so far I have just been able to
dance at discos, and never in somebody’s home.

There will always be cultural differences among
countries and for us who come to Japan it is inevitable a
“cultural shock”. Many of us have at some point complained
about how difficult it is to adjust to the different cultural
pattern or try to understand it. I am convinced that just
complaining is meaningless and I have chosen to take it
as a great opportunity to learn about tolerance and to
think about what is passing through the mind of the
person next to me. It has been valuable for me to try to put
myself in somebody else’s position, thus making me a
more tolerant person. These days, “tolerance” is a much

needed quality in our world.

 PROMENADE -

Enjoying my stay in Japan

Hanami at Inokashira Koen (2007)

During the time I have spent so far in Japan, I have
had many experiences in the professional and personal
aspects of my life. Many of them are one in a life-time
experiences and the fact that they happen while I was in
Japan has given them unique aspects: getting my PhD
degree; getting married; and having our first child have
been even more special because they happened here.

I think it is unlikely that I will grow old here. Even
though I am still struggling with the language, trying to
comply with the seniority system enrooted in Japanese
society, and others, I am enjoying every minute I spend
in Japan, a country that has given so many great
opportunities and unforgettable experiences. Long after I
leave Japan, I am sure that I will carry in my mind the
feeling of soaking in an “onsen”, especially after hiking in
the mountains, the respect that Japanese show for their
neighbors, the safety I feel when I stroll around, and of
course, the taste of a fresh slice of sashimi
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