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With great pleasure I have accepted the promotion to
assistant professor/lecturer (i fli) and will strive for
performing research with new results useful for engi-
neers and other disaster mitigation practitioners. The
keyword of my current research is large soil deforma-
tions and include effects of fault surface ruptures and
landslides on the built environment.

Though officially independent I will be collaborating
with Konagai laboratory. It is very rewarding to work
closely with the students and to see their progress. From
October this year I hope to start teaching together with
Professor Konagai the Earthquake Engineering class in
the Civil Engineering department at Hongo campus.

As much as time allows I will continue improving upon
my Japanese which is still far from perfect. Therefore I
will still have difficulties in performing some daily admin-
istrative and other activities and will have to rely on many
of you for your help, which I appreciate very much.

Both my wife, Paola Mayorca, and I appreciate very
much our continued opportunities to do research and
work here at Institute of Industrial Science. With the
birth of our daughter Isabella last year our family life got
more hectic, but very enjoyable.
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