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InteractionsatthellSInternationalGathering

Interactions at the LIS International Gathering

Enjoy Culture and Science Abroad! Guillaume Perry (JSPS Postdoctoral Fellow, Y. Sakai lab)

Nowadays, we live in a globalized world where exchange between countries has become very important. As well
as cultural exchange, academic exchange (exchange of students, scientific collaboration) is one way to exchange
knowledge in order to intensify the links between countries. That’s why many universities and research centers
have started to create strong collaborations, like the one between the French National Center for Scientific
Research and the Institute of Industrial Science (IIS), the University of Tokyo through LIMMS, a joint laboratory.
During the last year of my PhD, I wanted to find a postdoctoral position abroad to discover a new scientific
culture and new methods. I talked with some of people who already went to IIS as interns, postdoctoral fellows
or visiting scientists. I really enjoyed the stories they told me about the research in Japan but also their
adventures! Therefore I applied for a JSPS fellowship with Prof. Yasuyuki Sakai's laboratory at IIS and got it for
two years.

B0 T

R

'?Fﬁ}“" Now I've been at IIS for seven months and ['ve
iy enjoyed the campus ambiance and the research. IIS
is a nice place to study or to research with a large

amount of facilities for experiments, and a very
good location (not so far from Shibuya or Shinjuku).
IIS also encourages international exchange with a
large network abroad and through events like the
international garden party. Since I am in Japan, I'
ve discovered and enjoyed a new culture, and shared
special moments with lab members during lab trips
and parties.

If you want to go abroad to study for one month or
more, don't hesitate! You will live a very exciting and
enriching adventure, make new friends and discover
a new country, and a new culture.

Sharing Japanese culture: Joint lab trip between LIMMS and Prof. Hiroyuki
Fujita's lab to see the red leaves at Mitake san (photo by Gregoire Perret)

Going to Japan - part of an exciting journey

When I was in high school in Indonesia, the pictures and images about Japan that I was shown by the teachers,
as well as the media, were fantastic. The technology, anime, martial arts, food, everything comes together as
a complete package that is so attractive that everyone dreams of being able to visit the country. I was then
educated further in Australia, lucky enough to taste ‘Australian Chemistry’ alongside the very distinctive western
systematic way of thinking, key to success in scientific research. In Japan, I have been amazed by the fact that
a similar systematic way of thinking blends with the skill to view research in a very detailed manner and, most
importantly, with the hard working attitude that has been the key to the global reputation of this nation.

I have been extremely lucky to be able to come to and perform my research in artificial photosynthesis in the
Institute of Industrial Science (IIS), the University of Tokyo under the guidance of Prof. Kazuyuki Ishii. This
university has a global reputation in the field of solar energy conversion, thanks to Prof. Akira Fujishima and
Prof. Kenichi Honda who pioneered the research in the 1970s. With such a great institutional reputation and
excellent facilities, I am convinced that I will achieve great research outcomes in the future.

Overall, my journey that begun from a third world country, Indonesia, where research is not a mainstream
occupation, passed through Australia, where I revolutionized my way of thinking and finally took me to Japan,
which has provided me with a balance of systematic thinking and a hard working attitude, has indeed been very
exciting. The passion for research has always existed within me and this great country will take an important
role in transforming my dream today into tomorrow’s reality.
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