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e | 'f' Located ona ldﬁ pMeau in Shibuya ward, our Komaba Research

¥ * s enjoy§’¥:|ews orrerjpnzyo Since the 1930s when the
Ly i H‘R se'arch- stitUte of Jokyo Imperial University was
.S established a the saime site, tfie campus has always been at the
r ey 7 dve archin the fields of science and’
g o#frgtrlpolar structure of the University

= ,_;L ated on the campus at Umversrty Square. That is because SEI-
KEN itself has been a forum for researchers and students to
discuss the future of engineering and science. Since its
establishment as the Second Faculty of Engineering of Tokyo
~ Imperial University in 1942, collaboration among laboratories with
— f‘-ﬂﬁt-r_ES'eaLch-projects integrating different academic fields has
" T‘_.':'b'é'eh at the heart of the culture of SE-KEN.
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SEI-KEN is also very keen;on building relationships with other
institutions, regional bodies, and, industrial sectors. SEI-KEN is
“always open to collaborators, and it is a venue for numerous
academic seminars and symposia. Within this vibrant atmosphere,
SEH KEN is at theﬂsharp end of gathering knowledge and training

researchers
: One more tﬂ'mg we should-not forget about SEI KEN is |ts,, culture“-"‘-"""'-

KEN. ; ' !
gtt;e largest research institute in univer%jlies of Japan SEI-KEN is |j
city itself. At the central square of this city, researchers, L
sttﬂ'e-h_ts visitors, and collaborators gather to contribute towards
the future of our global society. We look forward to meeting you at
this square, and welcome you to SEI-KE (Hiroshi OTA)
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Interactions.at.the IS
Internationa Gat  ering

M1 Kitazawa Laboratory Hiroki Shimizu

At lunchtime, people from Japan and around the world come together to swap

stories and exchange opinions. The international gathering is a lunch event, which

was first organized during the winter semester in 2011. Now, it is held from noon

=
until two o’clock every Tuesday. The event is unique to the Komaba research \( TS N
campus where international academics study and engage in research. Among the lw*""““"""'"w"m"""""-
newcomers participating was the author of this article—a member of working group R camanc

Free drinks are provided
Please bring your mug and lunch

Intemational Gathering

h .
December 20" was a cold day, but the room was warm and cozy. My first surprise Cultural Interadtions at Komaba Research Campus ~

that publishes magazine. I went to see what was going on.

. . . . 'Venue: Instiute of Industrial Sclence Lour
when I arrived was that only Ms. Yamauchi, who is in charge of the event, was By Lo 1, Do 0.20,27,
‘:::.Z;;:“ Feb.7,14,21,28,
/ Bidg E Lounge: Nov.22, 29, Jan.10 /

fon is addressed to students and g i

ho belong to Komaba Research Campus.

there. I thought: “Hey, where is everybody?” But, I need not have worried, as people

trickled in one by one and sat around the table. This easygoing atmosphere has
become a feature of the event. Eventually, 10 people were seated. Ms. Yamauchi told

me that there were fewer than usual, as some international researchers were on

trips to their home countries.

Because some of the people were attending for the first time, the participants
introduced themselves. After that, the discussion started. Because of the date, Christmas was naturally the main topic. Md. Nazrul
Islam from Bangladesh said: “Though “Islam” is the largest religion of
Bangladesh, but as a moderate Muslim democratin country the people
respect all the religion even we celebrate Christmas too.” That surprised
everybody a little. We went on to talk about whether we had received
presents from Santa Claus when we were children, and at what age we
stopped believing there was a Santa Claus. Two hours soon passed, with
everybody having had a chance to say something about their own cultures
and experiences. When the event wound up, I was impressed by how
interesting it always is to learn about new things.

We have messages from four of those who participated, including Ms.

Yamauchi.

18 M International Gathering (Lunch Event)




Hiromi Yamauchi
(Event leader)

’

The International Gathering was organized in response to
the wishes of international students and researchers, who
wanted to interact with other people at the Komaba research
campus and enjoy communicating in an informal atmosphere.

At the Komaba research campus, students and researchers
tackle very difficult, high-level research tasks and are under
a lot of stress and pressure. It is very important for them
to be able to enjoy a relaxing time and regain their energy.

The participants can satisfy their curiosity about all
things international through conversations about culture
and customs, and share information about various
countries. It is also a good chance for new students and
researchers to meet people who belong to other
laboratories and get more information about life in Japan.

In daily life, difficulties and misunderstandings in
interpersonal relationships sometimes occur due to different
people’s perspectives. There are things some people feel are
natural, but others do not. Such miscommunication also
happens among people from the same backgrounds. By
listening the various opinions, we can reflect on our own
attitudes and get a fresh perspective. Sharing each other’s
experiences and opinions expedites mutual understanding
and helps us to get to know others and ourselves better.

So, please feel free to come to join us.

Md. Nazrul Islam
(D3, Kitazawa Laboratory)

I was delighted to join the international gathering-
cultural interactions event on Tuesday along with
international students, foreign researchers, Japanese
students, and staffs who work on the Komaba research
campus, IIS, The University of Tokyo, Japan. From the
beginning of my doctoral study at the IIS, I dreamt of
taking part in this type of international event. I believe
multicultural interactions on University campus enrich
social, moral, academic, philosophical, and intellectual
values. I try to describe the history of my native country,
Bangladesh, and its socioeconomic status, cultural aspects
with Japanese and international students and
researchers. It really is a fantastic event and a great
opportunity to share one’s own culture, and to exchange
knowledge from different viewpoints. I would like to
mention here a quotation of Lamberton Becker: “Filling a
bookcase is like gathering a social circle.”

Jan Albina

(Post-doctoral Fellow, Umeno Laboratory)

I enjoy the international gathering for its multicultural
aspects and convivial atmosphere. Around a cup of tea or
coffee, people with different linguistic, religious, cultural, and
social origins share their experiences, common interests,
and ideas. It is a good opportunity to learn not only about
your neighbors’ countries, but also about your own country
by seeing it through someone else’s eyes .. and often to
fight stereotypes. Such exchanges are a great way to
experience different cultures and contribute to a better
understanding among people from different countries.

Misato Okaneya
(B4, Oki Taikan Laboratory)

The biggest advantage of this event is that we can
enjoy all kinds of new experiences through interactions
among people who have really diverse cultural
backgrounds. For example, one researcher had visited
more than a hundred countries, while another has a
command of five languages—his parents’ native
language, his own native language, the language of his
country, and the language he uses for research. It is very
stimulating to talk with such people, so time always
passes very quickly.

In December, we had a Christmas party, to which
people brought various dishes. It was interesting to learn
how people celebrate Christmas in their own countries.
This experience makes me feel familiar with countries I’
ve never visited.

So, let’s enjoy a virtual trip around the world through
the International Gathering.

Everyone seems to have fun in their own way.
This event will be held throughout the year.
Now it’s your turn. Everyone is looking forward to you participating.
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